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Oath hath given the Papitis ſuch a Blow, as they could not but 


'. day, and (cruple the taking of this Oath ; For whoſe fatis- 
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by che Biſhop of Rome, Jn boch 
he Stat thought fit to Enjoin po 


at exteofion. In relation to 


x the Crown, is the Qath of 
againtt the Toliarh! ext 


pon the Ecclefiaftieal, this of the Supremacy, 
which being firſt Joan? containeth in a manner both. This 


firike again, and have poured out a Flood of Arguments and 
Abfurditics againſt ſubmittirig to it, which hath been long 
time ſcattered, and ſtick in the Minds of divers of his Majeſty's 
Loyal Subjedts 3 who, tho otherwiſe well affeQed, yet by rea- 
ſorr of*forne Doubts and  Tenderneſs, ave: at a fiand to this 


faction, and clcaring the Lawfulacls of this Supremacy, is the 
enſuing D.ſcourſe. 


CHAP. LI 


&. 1. The Oath it ſelf, as now exjoimegs $. 2. The 
Occaſion of this Oath. Y. 3. Yarious Forms of it, 
and Alterations about it. $, 4. Interpretations given 
7 it in our Laws, and Writers of Note. &$, 5. The: 

ature of our Alſſerit and Stipulation, | 


The Oath of Supremacy. 


A. B. do utterly teſtify and declare tn my Conſct- 

ence, that the King's Þighnefs ts the only Sy- 
p!eme Governo? of_this Realm, and of all other his 
Ptghneſs's Dominions and Countrizs, as well in all. 
Spiritual o2 Eccleſiaſtical Things 92 Caules, as Tem- 
po2al : And that no Fozeign Paince, Perſon, Prelate, 
State, 02 Potentate, hath, 02 ought to have any Ji: 
risdiction, Power, Superioxty, J2eeminence, 02 
Authozity Erelefiaſtical o2 Spiritual,withintiis Realm, 
And therefoze J do utterly renounce and foxake alt- 
Forzign Jurtsdictions, Powers, Supertozties, and 
Authozities, ard do pzoiniſe, that from hencefo:th J 
ſhall bear Faith and true Allegiance to the King's 
Dighneſs, his Heirs and lawful Succeſſo?s 3 and to 
my pow:r ſhall asſiſt and defend all Jurisdictiong, JIxt- 
vileges, Pzeeminences, and Authouties, granted 92 
belonging to the King's Highneſs, his Heirs andSuc- 
cefſ02s, as united and annered to the Imperial Crown 
of this Realm, 


A om, and t rgey vho hath got 
| herein, according —_ i Pelert fan found more weak, 
necetlitous, or devoted to his Holineſs. Rome was not built in 
a Day. By William the Coriqueror, Legetes from the Pope, to 
hearand determine Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, were admitted; Henry 
the Firſt, after much Conteſt, yields to the Pope the Patrona- 
ges and Donations of Biſhopricks, and+ all other Eccleſiaſtical 
Benehees 3 it being decreed at Rome, that no Lay-Perſon ſhould 
giveany Ecclefialtical Charge. King S m__ grants, that Appeals 
be made to the Court of Rome. In Henry the Second's Days, 
the Pope gets the Clergy, and Spiritual Perſoris, exempted 
_ from Secular Powers, The Biſhop of .Rome is now overall Ec- 
clefiaſtical Perſons and Cauſes, even in theſe Dominions, Su- 
preme Head. And having upon the matter. made Conqueſt over 
more than halt the Kingdom, in the Times of King, Fobn, and 
Henry the Third, ſets on for the whole, and obtains;of King 
John anabſolute Surrender of England and Ireland unto his Holi- 
nels, which were granted back again by him to the King, to 
hold of-the Church of Rome, in Fee-farm and Vaſſalage. Being 
now abſolute and immediate Lord over all, he endeavours to 
convert the Profits of both Kingdoms to his own Uſe 3 fo that 
Prince and People were hereby reduced to very great Povertyand , 
Servitude, 

Such Ruine being brought upon both Kingdoms by this De- 
vice and Engine, ( the Claim and Exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
riſdiction over Perſons and Cauſes by a Foreign Power ) the 
Nation was awakened, both King, Loras, and Commons, yea, 
the Spiritual Lords themiclves, to join with more Vigor againſt 
this Foreign Uſurpation. To this purpole ſevere Laws were 
made,in the Time of Edw. 1/,-2N, 3d. Richard the 2d, and Hen. 
the 4th, Notwithſtanding theſe Laws, (and ſome formerly, as 
the Conſtitutions of Clarendon by Hex. 2.) partly by Sufferance, 
and partly by Negligence, the whole Nation being Catholick, 
and held under a devotional Slavery, there was no thorow or 
ſucceſsful Conteſt agiinſt theke Oppreſſons. - They remained 
unto, and were complained of in Henry the Eighth's Days 3 as 


of Appeals to Rome 4n Cauſes of Matrimony, Divorce, Tithes, &c. 
B 2 to 
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% the great Inquietation, Vexation and Trouble, Coftt and Charger 
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of the King's Highneſs, and many- of bit Subjeftr: 24 Hed 80) 


cap. 12. In a further Complaint, Fnno 25, cap. 21: it'is d&6 
clared, how that the Subjeltr of this Realm bave been greatly div 
cayd and impoveriſhed by intolerable Exattions of great Sums of 


Money, claimed, and taken out of this Realm by the Biſhop of Rome, 


as well in Penfions, Cenſes, - Peter-Pence, Proexrationr, Proviſians, 
Delegacies, Keſcripts in Cauſes of Contention and Appeals, as alſo 


for Diſpenſationx, Licenſes, Faculties, &&c; whoaflumed a Power - 


to diſpenſe with all humane Laws, Uſes, and Cuſtoms of all 
Realms, And many the like Complaints were made to King 
Henry, by bis Parliament, at feveral times, as itappears in the 
Statutes of that Age:- In which Statutes, as tn that of the 
24thof Hen. V. c. 12, '& 25.c. 24, 26. C. 1,3. Anno 28, c. I, 
7, 10,16, and 35 c: 1. you have the. whole Fabrick-of Romiſh 
Uſurpation laid level; and all Eccleſiaſtical Power-reduced with» 
in his Majeſty's Dominions, and placed- in the Arch Biſhop, and 
other Ecclchialtical Perſons under him, by frm and ſevere Laws. 

This .being done, the King is petitioned: by. his Eords 


and Commons, That for. further Corroboration of : thoſe Atir, 


and utterly to exclude the long uſurped Power, Antbority, and Ju-« 
riſdition of the Biſhop of Rome, that an 0 AT H, containing 
the Subſtance and Effet of thoſe Statutes, be limited and tendred 18 
bis Subjeas. 

This Parcel of Sacred Worlhip-(an Oath) is indulgedts 
Mankind in Civil Aﬀeirs. Such is the Falſeneſs, Unrighteouſ 
nefs, and Uncertainty of Men, as that human Societies could 
hardlyſubliſt-without it, The Lord, to repair our Credit, hath 
formed Mens Hearts generally. to a great and apparent Religion, 
and Reverence of this Ordinance, The Heathens themſelves 
rermed it Sacramentum, asif the moſt eminent or only Phing 
Sacred, and religiouſly to be obſerved. It is ſo effetual a Means. 
tocliablifl} a Reformation,. as* Men will be kept firm by Oaths, 
( faith one ) tbo the were neither Laws nor Magiſtrates. We are 
expoſcd to more Variety and Changes from Unſteadineſs in the 
Mind, than frem any thing that.is witbous w. Fix. the Conſci- 
ence, and you {1x-the Man, whatever Evil he is thereby expoſed 
to. - There is nothing generally more cffetualtotix the Con- 
ſcience than an Oath : If Fhave ſworn, and invocated the Name 
af God in an Engagement, it willte aa Endof all Strife, and 

diſpute 


ſelf/as well as with others, Heb:6.16, Our Coun-- 
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table,when confirmed by ax Oath, ver. 17. - 

ſweareth an Oath, and bindeth bis Soul by a Bond. K is the 

of the Soul. we have given Security tor our Faithfulneſs from 
Heaven. For removing the Romilh Yoke, which lay fo heavy 
upon Prince and People, Mcans hath been uſed again and again, 
almoſt in cach King's Reign, for near Four Hundred Years. but 
to no great effect, Golpel-Light dawning about us, and the 
binding of our Souls-by an Oath, hath-been the fixing of this 
great Work, and the beſt Fence againſi Popery that ever was ſet 
up. I have ſpoken the more fully of the Orcaſion, and this Meany 
( our Oath), that we may not judg the taking of it to be a 22+ 
king the Name of God in vain 3 tor as long as this Nation is in'dan- 
gerof Popilh Tyranny in Ecclefialtical Matters, fo long is this- 
Oath of abſolute ule and advantage, as the belt Security between. 
Man and-Man.for Union againk it. , 


$..3. A Parliament being called in 22 Hen: 8. the King was 
recognized by the Clergy of that:Convocation, Supreme Head of 
the Church, the Exprethon or Form hereof debated, aerced upon,,. 
and ſubſcribed by each Perſon there, was this :* Cajas ( Eccleſie- 
Anglicane ) fingularet ProteGorem, unicum & ſupremum Dominum, 
& (quantum per Chriſti leges- lictt )) ſupremum Caput, ipfius Maj» 
ſtatem recognoſcimus. This Title was afterwards contirmed by 
divers Acts of Parliament, and two Oaths formed to this pur- 
peſc in one Parliament, viz. 23 Hen. 8. the one moxe brief, ha- 
ving with it the Succeſſion of the Crown, in cap. 7. theSther 
more full and large, and to this purpoſe only, cap. 10, Some 
Years after, viz. in An. 35 Hen«$. a Revive of both theſe Oaths- 
was mad- by the Parliament, ahd with ſome Alterations reduced: 
jato one : The Reaſons there are given why this was done-+- 
and it was reſolved, Thoſe Oaths ſhall not therefore he adniitiſtred, . 
and this Oath to ftand in force and place of the two Oaths, Which: 
Oath began thus :; 


I A.B. having now the Uail of Darkneſs of the- 
uſurped Power of the See and Biſhops of Rome 
clearly taken away from. mine. Eyes, vo utterly 
teſtify, Sc. FN 


Whoſcever ((aith Moſes} Numb. 30: x; 
Bond 


Anno 1537» 
1 Elis, 2 


In his Letter 
to Criroys DEC, 
of France. 


; te) PR 
"This Oath remairied the ſame the reſt of his Reign, and 
"Edward the Sixth's time. Queen Elizabeth, in the firſt Year-of 
her Reign, made theſe Alterations : 1. That Expreſſion of S#- 
preme Head, &c, went hardly down by ſome, as taking too much 
from the Pope 3 and as giving too much to any Secular Prince, 
by others. Tho Henry the $tb, by his Letter written to the 
Clergy of Tork: Province, well defends it 3-yet Queen Elizabeth 
by her Parliament changed that Exprefſion. The Oath was alte- 
xd ( to uſe Secxetary Yalfingham's Words ) -into a more grateful 
Form, the hardneſs of the Name, and the Appellation of Supreme 
Head being removed, 2. This Oath by that 35 of Hen. 8, might 
be tendered to any SubjeRt at the King's pleafare, cap. 1, By 
the Statute 1 Eliz. 8. the urging of it was limited to certain 
Pcrſons,' mployed in Publick Truti. 3- The Penalty for refuſing 
it, at fix(t was no leſs than High-Treaſon : By the Statute 1 Eliz. 
the Puniſhmentfor Refuſal is only a Diſenablement to take any 
Promotion, or exerciſe any Publick Charge, yet with this Pro- 
viſo, it afterwards during Life there were a ſubmitting to taRe 
this Oath, the Perſon might be reſtored to his Office or Charge. 
But by the Parliament in 5 Eliz. the Puniſhment ( whi-has yet 
ſtands ).is greater : The firli Refuſal of the Oath brings the Per- 
{on within a Premwnire; and if tendred a {ſecond time, after the 
{pace of three Months, and again refufed by the ſame Perſon, it 
is High-Treaſon, This Severity-in the Puniſhment, is recom- 
penſed with a more gentle and indulgent Interpretation of the 
Oath, as will appear4n the following Sefzon. 

As we are not to ſwear raſhly, fo our Laws do not give Oaths 
raſhly, but with great carc_and tenderneſs, weighing and conti- 
dering both the Matter, Perſons, Penalties, and the Seaſon or 
Occaſion » being not willing their Laws, or Puniſhments for 
breaking of them, be a Snare, or at any time more grievous to 
the Subject than the. Neceflity of State requires. 


$..4- The true Scope and Sence of this Oath may be gathered 
from the Laws and Statutes fince cltabliſhed, and ſome Light 
allo from other Writers of Note. 

Queen Eliz. within a little rime after this Oath was reduced 
to the Form wherein now it ſtands, in an Admonition annexed 


tothe Injundions, declarcth the Sence and Interpretation of it, 
as followeth, 


THE 
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Be Quten's Mijeſty being informed, that in certiin 

1 Place of Fre ſundey 
Jes being called to Eccleſsaſtical Miniſtry in the Church, 
be, by ſiniſter Perſuaſion, and perverſe Conſtrultion, in- 
duced to find Jome ſcruple in the Form of an Oath, which 
by an Ac of the laſt Parliament is preſcribed to be requi- 
red of divers "Perſons, for the Recognition of their Alle- 
giance to her Majeſty, which certainly neither was cver 
meant, #e by any equity of Words, or good Sence, car 
be thereof gathered ; would that all ber Loving  Subjetls 
ſhould underſtand, that nothing was, is, or ſhall be meant 
or intended by the ſame Oath, to have any other Duty, At- 
legiznce, or | Bond required by the ſame Oath, than was ac- 
knowledged to be due to the moſt noble Kings of famous me- 
mory, King Henry the Eighth, her Majeſty's Father, or 
King Edward the Sixth, her Majeſty's Brother. 

And further, ter Majeſty forbiddeth all manner her 
Subjeds to give ear or credit to ſuch perverſe and malicious 
Perſons, which moſt ſiniſterly and maliciouſly labour to noti- 
fy to ber L oving Subjets, how by the Words of the ſaid 
Oath it may be colleFed, the Kings or Dutens of this 
Realm, *Poſſeſſors of the Crown, may challenge Authori- 
ty and Power of Miniſtry of DivineOffices in the Church ;- 
wherein her ſaid Subjeds be much abuſed by ſach evil diſ- 


poſed "Perſons : For certainly her Majeſty neither - doth, 


ne ever will challenge any. other Authority, than that ' was 
challenged, and lately njed by the ſaid noble K ings of f- 
mOWS THOMROY Y, King Henry the Eighth, and K ing E d- 
ward the Sixth, which is, and was of ancient time due 
to the Imperial Crown of this Realm ; That 3s, under 
God, to have the Sovereignty and Rule cver all manner of 
Perſons born within theſe her Realms, Dominions, and 
Countries, of what Eſtate, either Eccleſiaſtical or Tempo- 
ral ſeever they be, ſo as no other Forcign Power ſhall, or 


ought: 


The Admoni- 
; tion annexce to 

of her Native Sub- ** — 

lojuncticas, 


Pre”. "IERy | 
ought to have Superiority over them, And if 
Perſon, that beth roweetoed any other Sence of the Forms 
the ſaid Oath, ſhall —_ the ſame Oath with this Inter- 
pretation, Sence, or eMeaning, her Majeſty is aryl as 9 


10 accept every ſuch in that behalf, as ber good and 
Subjetis, and ſhall acquit thews of all manner Penalties con- 
tained in the ſaid AG, againſt ſuch as ſhall peremptorily 
or obftinately refuſe to take the ſame Oath. 


In the fifth Year of her Reign, there is by At of Parliament, 
a Confirmation of this Sence, by way of Proviſo, in theſe 
Words ; 


The Pr0v1/9 Povided alſo, That the Dath expreſſed in the ſaid 

in. At, made in the ſaid firſt Pear, ſhall be taken and er- 

Cap, L. pounded in ſuch Fon as is let fozth in.an Admonition 
annered to the Queen's Pajeſty's Jnjunctions, pub- 
liſhed in the firſt Year of her Bajeſties Reign: That 
ts to ſay, to confeſs and acknowledg in her Majeſty, 
her Heirs and Succeſſo2s, none other Authozity than 
that was challenged, and lately uſed by the Noble King 
Henry the Eighth, and King Edward the Sirth, as 
tn the ſaid Admonition more plainly may appear, 


There may be a-Doubt made about this Interpretation, as 
whether it be not inconſiſtent with the Words of the Oath, it 
ſcems tobe rather a material Change of them, than an Inter- 
pretation, In the Oath it is, At Spirienal or Eeclefiaſtical 
Things or Cauſes 3 iv the Interpretation it is, All manner of Perſons, 
of what Eftate, either Eccleſiaſtical or Temporal, ſoever they be, 

_ The Oath ſeems to ſpeak of one thing, and the Interpretation 
id. 25-4 of another 3 the one of Cauſcs, an1 the other of Perſons. 
Poe per- Anſw. There is no oppolition or Inconfiliency between theſe 
ſonam, ſecun- two, Perſons and Cauſer. The principal Obj<& of a Lawiis a 
d:rio mres. Perſon, and a Perſon with reſpe& to his Actions, a Perſim mo» 
6e0er —_— rally conſidered 3 for a Perſon phyſical, that is, in his Being on= 


cap, 8, ly, and Nature as Man, without moving, or ating any thing 
G good 


| not the Obje& of a Law'? wor Ations of any- 
d or ſort whatſoever, as Actions, and Mthat getieral Con- 
fideratiov, do come under a Law, but as they reſpe& Perſons, 
and are ſome way or other the Aions of reaſonable Creatures : 
Tho a Law be made to puniſh the Ox which goreth a Man that be ; 
dieth,” yct it is with reſpe& to Man,'to let him know how much 


God is provoked by ſhedding Man's Blood, as Gen.g:5. Deth God 1 Cor. 9.9.10, 


care for Oxen ? ©  Doth God in his Law rcſpe& the Beaſt for it 
felf? is it not that Man may be inſtructed and -reftained ? Verſe 
10. He ſzith it altogether for our ſakes. The mentioning of Ec- 
clefiafiical Cauſes therefore doth imply Perſons, and Perſons of 
the fame Denomination, to whom ſuch Acions are peculiar, that 
is, Ecclefiaftical Perſons. | 

2. And that this latter is an Interpretation of the former, 
will thus appear: The Oath, in giving a Supremacy in all Spi- 
ritual or Eccleſiaſtical Cauſcs, might ſeem to imply Spiritual 
Things to be the immediate and proper Objc4 of the Magi- 
ſtrates Power, and ſpiritual Perſons, only for this, becauſe they 
had todoin ſpiritual Matters 3 and to infer thence, that rhe 
Chriſtian Magiſirate hath Power in ſpiritual Adminiſtrations, as 
the Word and Sacraments, after the ſame manner as hath the 
Miniſtersof Chriſt, who have Power in theſe Things, as the 
principal and immediate Objet of their Funion: Which 
this Form af Expreſſion in the Admonition doth clearly take 
away, 1+ In aſſerting, that by the Words of the ſaid Oath, Kings 
or Dueens of this Realm may not challenge Authority and Power of 
Miniſtry of Djvine Offices in the Church. 2. The mentioning Ec- 
clefialtical Perſons, and not Spiritual or Ecclefiaftical Cauſes at 
all, implieth, chat the Perſons of Biſhops, Presbyters, - and ſuch 
like, are primarily and immediately the ObjeR of this Supreme 
Power, and the Laws made by it, upon another Conſideration 
than as Biſhops, &e. namely, as being born within theſe ber Ma- 
jeſty's Realms and Dominions, and ſuch Perſons, of what Eſtate, 
either Eccleſiaftical or Temporal, ſoever they be, She bath the Sove- 
reignty and Rue over them. 

Spiritual and Ecclefiaftical Things arc mentioned in the Oath 
upan a twofold Account: 1, Becauſe the Civil Magittrate's 
Power and Juriſdiction really extends it (elf to the Duties of 
both Tables, and hath to do with Matters and Caules, as well 


as Perſons, that are ſpiritual, ( as hereafter we (hall ſhew ) 
C but, 


— 
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but, 2. Principally, that a Calling or Employment in ( | 
Affairs, ( whatſoever hath been formely judged and praGiiſed ). * 
doth no more exempt @ Perſon and bis Atings, ( that is a Sub» 
je& to the Queen upon any othes account ) from her Secular 
Power, than doth a Temporal Calling os Employment in any 
worldly Aﬀairs, | 


There is ſomething of Explication further, in the Articles 
of Religion, concluded in the Year 1562. The 37th Article 
is this: 


The37th r= The Oneen's Majeſty hath the chief "Power in ber 

by _— Realm  ; Engla nd Ar other her fine anto- 

of England. ” whom the chief Government of all Eſtates of this Realar,, 

whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, in all Cauſes doth 

appertain, and is not, nor ought to be ſubjeF to any Foreign. 
Juriſdidion. 

here we attribute to the Queen's Majeſty the chief Go- 

vernment, by which Titles we underſtand the Minds of 


ſome ſlanderows Folks to be offended, we give not to our 


Prince the miniitring either of God's: Word, or of the 
Sacraments : The which thing the Injun@ions alſo, lately 
ſet forth by Elizabeth our Pueen, do moit plainly teitify : 
But that only Prerogative, which we ſee to have been-given 
always ta all Godly *Princes in Holy Scriptures, by God 
himſelf 5 that is, that they ſhould rule all Eſtates and De- 
grees committed to their Charge by God, whether yo, be 


Eccleſtaitical or Temporal, and reftrain with the Civil 
Sword the Stubborn, and Evil-doers. ket 

The Biſhop of Rome bath no JuriſdiGion in this Realm 
of England. 


It is mentioned in the Admonition, that the Queen's Ecc!eft- 
aſtical Power is the ſame that was challenged and nſed by Henry 
the Eighth, &c. Which is ſuppoſed by ſome, to be the ſame 
that was in the Pope, the Perſon only, and not the Power chan- 
ged 3 fo that our Princesare but Secular Popes. This ObjeQion 

Was 


dE ER. .- Cs 
was firengehned by the Subtilty ' of Garlliver abroad 5 "and" 2t 11,0 


» by a Sermon at PawP's-Crofs, in the Year 1588; -terms / 


Dr. Baneroft, 'who calls Queen Elizabeth a' petty Pope and 
tells us, her Ecclefraftical Authority is the ſame which the Pope 
had formerly. This 37th Article removes the Scruple faffici. 
ently: 1. In aſſerting the Authority given to her Majeſty to 
be no other but what we ſee to have been given to all Godly Princes 
in boly Scriptures, &c. And for what Power Henry the Eighth 
challenged, it was no new Juriſdiction wrelted from the Pope, 
but a Power or Prerogative juſtly and rightfully belonging to 
him, claimed and exerciſed by his Predeceffors fome hundreds 
of Years before his Time, being anciently annexed to the Crown, 
2. In the latter part of the Article it-is alſo evident : For'tho 
a Power in ſpiritual Cauſes be given to a Secular Prince, yet it 
is not a friritual Power, and fuch a Juriſdiction as the Pope 
claims, but ſuch a Power only, and in fucy a way as is put 
forth and exerciſed in ordinary Civil Aﬀairs 3 «nd the ſame, in 
reſpe& both to Ecclefiaſtical and Temporal Perſons, namely, a 
reſtraining with the Civil Sword the Stubborn and Evil-doers, $o 
to reftrain or coerce, is an Authority or Juriſdiction peculiar to 
_ Civil Magiſtrates, and by Chriſt himſelf -denied to the higheſt 


Eccleſiaſtical Powers, Te know ( ſaith Chritt ) the Princes of the Mat. 20,2416. 


Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them , and they that are greats exer- 
ciſe Anthority upon them : but it ſhall not be ſo among you,” you 
Apoſtles 3 and threatens the Uſe of the Sword in fuch Perſons, 
Mat. 26. 52. | 
King James ſpeaking of the Oath of Supremacyz © Tn that 
© Oath ( faith he) is contained only the King's abſolute Power 
© over all Perſons, as well Civil as Eccleſiaſtical, excluding all 
© Foreign Powers and Potentates to be Judges within his Do- 
* minions. In his Apol. pag. 76. And more fully afterwards, 
pag: 164. *© It implics ( faith he ) a Power to command Obe- 
* dicnce to be given tothe Word of God, by reforming Religion 
* according to his preſcribed Will, by aflitting the ſpiricusl 
© Power by his temporal Sword, by Reformation of Corruption, 
© by procuring due Obedience to the Church, by judging and 
cutting off all frivolous Queſtions and Schiſms, as Conftantine 
*did; and finally, by making a Decorwm to be obſerved in all 
© indifferent Things, for that purpoſe, which is the only Intent 
© of our Oath of Supremacy. 5 
y 
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My Lord Coke, out-of 1* Eliz. and in the- Words" of che 
' Statute gives this Interpretation : * There is (faith-he ) no 
© Juriſdiction by this A affixed to the Crown, but was of 
© Right, or ought to be by the ancient Laws of this Realm, 
© parcel of his Juriſdition, and which lawfully had been, or 
< might be exerciſcd within the Realm. The End of which Ju- 
© riſdiction, and of all the Proceedings thereupon, is, that all 
© Things might be in Cauſcs -Eccleſiaftical ro the pleaſure of 
© Almighty God, Increaſe of Vertue, and the Conſervation of 
© the Peace and Unity of the Realm, as by divers places of the 
©A& appears. And therefcre by that AQ, no pretended Juris 
© di&ion exerciſed within this Realm, being ungodly, or :re- 
« pugnant to the ancient Law of the Crown, was, orcould be 
\refiored to the Crown, according to the ancient Right and 
© Law of the ſame. Coke, de Jure Ecclefiaſtico, fol. 8, 

Biſh6p Bilſon, a great Searcher into the DoGtrine of the Sy- 
premacy of Kings, gives this as the Sence of the Oath, * The 
© Oath ( faith he ) exprefſeth not Kings Duty to God, but 
© ours to them: As they muſt be obeyed, when they join with - 
© Fruth 3 fo muſt they be endured, when they fall into Error; 
© Which Side ſoever they take, cither Obedience to theis Wills, 
< or Submiſſion to their Swords, is their due by God's Law, and 
© that is all which our Oath exata&h. And ina few Lines fol 
lowiflg, he interprets what is meant by Supremacy. © We do 
© not ( faith he ) give Princes Power to do what they liſt, in the 
* Matters appertaining to God, and his Service. _ Indeed we 
*lay, the Pope may not depoſe them, nor pull the Crown off 
*(heir Heads. In this only Sence we defend them to be Su- 
*preme, that is, not at liberty to do what they liſt, without 
* regard of Truth or Right, but without Superior on Earth. 

Dr. Morton again(i the Pope's Supremacy, out of an Epiſtle 
of Leo to the Emperor, ſpeaking thus: Tow muſt not be igno- 
rant, that your Princely Power i4 given unto you, not only in world! 
Regiment, but alſo ſpiritual.. for the Preſervation of the Church. 
© 4s if he had (ſaid, not only in Caſes Temporal, but alſo in 
* Spiritual, *{o faras it belongeth to-the outward Preſervation, 
© not to the perſonal Adminiſtration of them. And this is the 
*Subltance of our Engliſh Oath : and further, neither do our 
*Kings of England challenge, nor SubjsRs condeſcend. unto. 
pag. 26, 

Mr.. 
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_ Mr. Moſmt in bis Viadicie ane es £2.» Ps 
Xing offcaded,  verums {| intellexiſſet nibil alind fibi volwiſe lneac 
Titulum,. 6c. * Calvin would never have diſallowed this. Oath, 
< if he had underſtood by the Title of ſupream Governour in 
© Ecckeſiaſtical Things, . that nothing elſe had been claimed, but 
© an excluſion of Popiſh Tyranny, and a lawful Powes ia the: 
* King .ovcr his: SubjeRtsz which ſands not in coyning new 
* Articles of Faith or Forms of Religion, ſuch as were Fer 
© am's Calves ; but in defending and propagating- that Faith 
* and Religion of which God in the Scripture is. the undoubred 
* Authur. In this ſence and ns other that ever we have heard 
* of, is the Title of Supream Governour given to, and accepted 
© by the King. 


S. 5. This Oath hath matters contained in it, (as you may 
perceive ) that axe not of one nature. and kind 3 the. Aﬀent and 
Stipulation requiced of us, in reſpcR; to the ſeveral parts of it, 
is likewiſe various and different : As reed according to 
the different nature of the Articles, is believed by the different 
Acts of Faith, To what is contained in the former part-of the 
Oath in theſe Wordsz J do utterly teſtify and declare in mp 
Conſcience, that the King's Pigbnelg is the only Supreans 
Gabernour of (his Realm, &c. Herein is xequired a true, re- 
al and cordial Aﬀent to, and Profefſion of what is mentioned 3. 
as alſo to give this Teſtimony with {uch Sincerity of Heart as 
in the Preſence of God, To ſwear. poſitively to atyy dogma-- 
tical Aſertion, is not required it would be taking the Name 
of God in vain: for if it be a certain and undoubted Truth ib 
it ſelf and to others 3 as are Principles in Reaſon and Articles of 
Faith 3 an Oath is vain, for jt endyno Strife. 2. If doubtful, 
and a queition whether true or not, though ſugh*an Oath» puts 
it out of queſtion that I believe ſoz yet not that it is a Truth. 
My Beliet though cver ſo much evidenced and contumed, doth 
not make a doubtful matter it (elf more credible 3 nor is one 
Man's believing an Afſcrtion any juſt ground for another Man 
to belicve the ſame 3 ſuch an Oath is thexefore in vain, it's nos 
a fit medizn to end ſuch a Coutroverly.. 2, It is further-ſaids F 
do-utter'y renounce and forſake all Fozreign Yurisdictions, 6c. 
This requires not only the Sincerity of my Perſwaſion and 
Profeſſion againit the Title and .Claim of all foraign _—_— | 

ut: 
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Im 
"but upon Oath to forſake;” that is was : 
we {wear to quit and forfake. ) To a Power of 
dition, is to refuſe, and not to receive, ſubmit,” or yield 
ence to-any Commands given by it, or make any Appeals or 
Complaints to it. 3. That which followeth, and wherein the 
main ofthis Engagement lieth, is in theſe Words, J vo pzomiſle 
that from benceforth I ſþall bear Faith, 8c. and to ny Power 
all aſſift all Juriſdidfons, 8c. Herein is required a Promiſſo- 
ry Oath, ſwearing Allegiance to the King, ( as a Loyal Sub- 
zjx& ) to ſubmit to his Laws, as alſo if there be occaſion 3 to 
my Power to affiſt and defend him, and all Juriſdictions and 
Priviledges belonging to him. Though my Per{walion be ever 
ſo right, my Reſolution ever ſo fincere, at the taking of this 
Oath that's not all isrequired. In an Afſertory Oath, if there 
be Truth and a right Frame of -Heart in time T ſwear, and 
give my Teſtimony, it ſufficeth : But a Promiſſory Oath is nat 
diſcharged by this, that I ſincerely intend what I fay and pro- 
miſe, for I engage tion, and for the time to' come; I mult 
not only promiſe, but-( if it be Jawful and poffible ) I muſt 
act and do accordingly, Namb.30.2. Tf a Man ſwear an Oath to 
bind bis Soul with a Bond, be ſhall do according to all that proceed- 
e&th out of bis Mauth. 
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CHAP. 11. 


What is meant by "Perſons and things Spiritual or Eccle- 


[raftical 5, in the proper, as alſo in the wulgar uſe of 
theſe Terms. | | 


T* this Expreſſion Spiritual, be interpreted by the Contradi- 
flin& Mcmber, Temporal, it ſeems to dire& us, to under- 
ſtand ſuch matters as concern Eternity, for that is the true Op- 
polite to what is temporal : 2 Cor. 4.18. The things that are ſeen are 
temporal, and the things that are not ſeen, are eternal : now in 
ſtrictneſs of Speech carnal, not temporal, is the oppoſite Member 
to ſpiritual ; 1 could not ſpeak wnto you as ſpiritual Men, but as to 
carnal 1 Cor. 3. 1. and 1 Cor, 9. If we have ſown unto you \pi- 

ritual 
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ritual things, is it 4 great matter if we 
; But this is. .t00 narrow and foi « Senke. There arc matters 
OY ns per cual or Eccleſiaſtical,” being fuch io Name 
; and Title only, having nothing of a ſpiritual Natuge in them. 
Such a DiſtinRion of ſpiritual things you have in a Letter writ- 
ten by Henry the 8th to his Clergy, . of the Province of Torky in 
: the Year 1533, who were offended: at his Ticle of being 'S#- 
| pream Head of the Church :. * Men (faith he) being here. then 
© ſelves earthly and temporal, cannot be Head and Governour 
© to things eternal, nor yet ſpiritual 3 taking this word Spiritual 


JF © notas in the common Speech abuſed, but'ss it fignitics indeed. . 


By ſpizitual things as abuſed in common Speech, -he means 
what is given to all fach Perſons and Cauſes as belong to the 
Spiritual Court, and are termed by Civilians, cauſe vel res conten- 


tioſe vel judiciales, matters of conteſt, inter partes, attorem & re-- 


um, and come to be. determined by Sentence of the Judg- in 
thoſe Courts, By thoſe things that are indeed (ſpiritual, is meant 
res extra judiciales, or non - contentiofe; that is, fuch things as 
are determined not in a Judicial,. or Court-way of Tryal, by 
Wicnefles, Oaths, Iatczpleadings, Sentences, and the like; -buc 
in a more deliberate and ſynodical-way, having the Word of 
God for Witneſs and Judg; both in reſpe&ot what wedo, 
and what we may do in things of this Nature. Cawuſts Eccle- 
fiaſtical ( ſaith Dr. Field ) are of two ſorts 3, for ſome are originally 
and naturally ſuch, and ſome only ia that they are referred to the 
Cognizance of Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, as the probat of the Tetamenss, 
Matrimony, &c. Thoſe Spiritual Courts being continued 3 and 
the ſame Cauſes tried in them as before, when this Juriſdiction 
was uſurped 3 the matters that were then, are (till vulgarly re- 
puted Spizitual. 

Emperors recciving the Chriſtian Faith, honoured the learned 
and godly Biſhops antiently with fome-JuziſdiQion, in the cafes 
of Tythes,' Matrimony, Wills and the like > which are termed 
Eccleliattical or Spiritual ; not from their own Nature, but 
from the Quality of the Perſons who were made Judges of 
them. They bcing fpiritxal Men; the Cauſes come to be called 
ſpiritual Cauſes (after their Names and Quality) that-were ſer 
over them. . Theſe Cauſes growing and increaling in- after- 
times, according as ſpiritual Perſons were able by the Popes 
alliſiance, to rifle from Princes 3 the managing of them re- 
Quize 
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e more hands, than thoſt'to whom-firft committed, n: 

the Biſhops, and fuch as wtr6in holy Ordtrs, they't ' 
in for Aſliſtants, a great number of others, 2s 4rchbdeacons, Chan- 
cellors, Commſſiaries, Officials, &c. and theſe are denominated 
Spiritual from thoſe Cauſes, and -their aſſiſtance of Biſhops in the 
managing of them: and their Courts, Spiritual Courts, | 

- Fhere are Perſons that are truly ſpiritual, The ſpiritual Man 
(faith Paxl) judgeth all things, 1 Cor. 2. #4. and Gal. 6. 1, Te 
that are ſpiritual, 6c, That is, ſuch as bave Grace and Holineſs. 
He alſo that hath ſpiritual Gifts, and in a Goſpel-Office or 

Calling, is a ſpiritval Perſon,-1 Cor. 14. 37. « Man of God,2 Tim, * 
3.17. And there are Matters or Cauſes that axe truly ſpiritual 3 
as the Law is ſpiritual, Rom. 7. The Goipel and preac'ting of it, 
is a ſowing of ſpiritual things; 1 Cor. 9g. the Worſhip and Ser- 


1 Cor. 12.4n4 vice of God, and all Gifts and Ordinanc*s of Chritt, are ſpiri- 
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tual, Yea whatſoever things natural, or moral, that are 
helps to the Perſons worſhipping 3 and by which te Wor 
{bip itſelf becomes more orderly and to Edification, ar d in the 
dete& whereof the Name »f God is taken in vain, and Ordinances 
of Chriſt become leſs acceptable and effe&ual: theſe Things 
and Circumſtances, in ſome ſence may be termed Spiritual or 
Ecclefialtical. Perſons and Cauſes bf each fort, whether vul- 
garly or properly, termed "Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical, are ſome 
way or other under the Magilirates Government, 

The former of theſe, thoſe ſpiritual Perſons and Courts, 
and Cauſes appertaining to them in the firſt frarfling of this 
Oath, were principally ( it not only ) intended and aimed at, 
as appearcth in the Statutes before mentioned. And indecd 
the greateti Contention between the Pope and our Princes in 
all time hath been about Ecclefiaſtical Matters of that nature 3 
being then judged of greateſt prejudice in reſpe& both to the 
Honour and Wealth ot this Nation, For, thoſe matters more 
truly ſpiritual, and nearly relating to God and his Service (the 
Ignorance of the times was ſuch ) his Impoſitions, both in Do- 
Etrine and Worſhip ( though very ſinful, unſound, and ſuper- 
liitious ) were generally received by Prince and People im this 
Nation, without refifiing or complaining, 

There can be no queſtion but theſe matters being indeed 
temporal, properly belong to the Secular Powers. For, for 
the ſp.cc of three hundred Years, this Diſtintion was not 
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known (faith 'Sir Fobn Davir ) or heard of in the Chitifilan , 7, + D-# 
World 3 the Goals if Teftaments, Matrimony, 8c. termed Ec- -> Ch of 
clefiaſtical -or Spiritual were meerly Civil, and determined by Premunire. 
' the Civil Laws of the Magiſtrates * 
And for Perſons and Cauſes Spiritual og Eccleſiaſtical, that 

are properly and indeed ſuch, as- ftirſt-Table-Quries, whicly con- 

tain matters of Faith and Holineſs, and what conduceth to the 

eternal Welifzre of Mens Souls; an Intereſt and Duty there is in 

the Civil Magiſtrat& more ſu2, to give Commands, afid exerciſe 

lawful Juriſdiction about © things of that nature. And for 
Perſons, there is no Man for his Graces fo ſpixitual, or in reſpe& 
| of his Gifts and Office ſo eminent 3 but 
| ment of the Civil Powers in the Pla 
in all reſpeRs as any other SubjeR. 
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"CHAP. III. | 
|; 1. Of Power, its riſe and argginal. 2. Two ſorts of Power 
in Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual Things. 3. Their  Agree- 
ment, and, 4. Difference of the one from the other. 
. -. 


S. I. Here is a difference between Potentia "and Poteftas Po- 
{ t tentia, 9vd pus, Strength, Forte, Robuſtneſs, Such a 
Power is found not only in Men, particular Perſons, as Sampſon, 
Goliab, &c.' but in other inferior Creatures. Poteftar *fxola, 
Furiſdiftion, Authority, this ig peculiar to rational Creatures, 19Þ 49: 18. 
and as they are a Commonalty and in Society one with ano- 
ther. Though Force and Strength as in fingular Perſons be 
ſufficient for pablick Actions, yet without Authority, we at 
not lawfully ; -and having Aathority, if we have not Power 
and Strength ſufficient, we cannot a& effeQually, therefore 
joyned together in a King. Dan. 2,37. - 
s | All Men by Nature are equal; yer, in the firſt forming of 
Man, a Capacity is found in him, with ſomeremote Diſpoſi- 
d tion'to rule and obey; as, 1. A Sociablenels, let us make Man 
r in our Image; Us and Owr,a Trinity in One his Creator : Hence 
t in cach Man's Conſtitution, a Propenfion and natural bent to 
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Union. This God himſelf obſ: rves, It is not ether k n tobe | 
alone ; the Woman is created,not only for a Companion, but that 
Men and Women might increaſe and be multiplied. 2. Mul- 
titudes of Men if not reduced into  Subordination and Order, 
having loſt their original Righteouſneſs, will be a er. Evil 
than jf cach were alone by bimſcif, One Man will exal 
himſelf cver otters, and according to that bratiſh Force and 
Strength wherein hetxcelleth, xob, oppreſs, muither and pil- 
lage ather. 3. Hence a neceflity of Repwblicks and Common- 
weals, that ſcme Rules and Laws may be provided not only for 
Direction, but for CorreRion 'if need be. 4. Such Laws"im- 
ply Authority, andlaiySupremacy alſo in. it 3- fgr-fuch Authority 
or ] iri{dicion t iſhcive. , 
Man conſiits Of and Body. This Principle of 'Civility 
or Sociableneſs ("whence Authority hath its Original and 
Riſe ) is placed 'primarily. in the Soul. Socicty and Republicks 
are forthe moral Good of Mens Souls therefore, and not to ac- 
commodate the Body only, The Powers allo that are, being 
ordained of God, who is the Father uf Spirits, ought to be ma- 
naged and dueaed to Matters wherein our. Souls and Spirits 
are concerned. The Good and Evil for which theſe Powers 
are ordained is not limited to the Body or out ward Man, 
The Power of Parents-and Maſters -in the Family, it is civil, 
rot ſacred, yer ordained for the bringÞÞg up Children and Ser- 
Fphcſ.6. 4. vants4n the Nurture of the Lord. 


There bcing a new: Creation in-and through the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : Theſe Pcrſons_ created of Grd, partake of « Ditine Na- 
ture, and thence the like Propenfion to Nnwn-and a holy Fellow- 
ſhip with thoſe whom Chriti hath redeemed out of the World. 
Therefore a ſpecial Proviſion is made by the Lord Jeſus for fugh, 
to Joyn together in particular Societies or Churches, Himſelf 
being appointed by his Father to -be their King and Law-giver, 
who hath left them Rules«nd Laws for managing the Aﬀairs of 
theſe ſpiritual Corporations or Brotherbaods ( as the Scriptuxe 
terms them) 3 Power alſo and Authority for putring theſe Laws 
in extcu'ion Is given unto Churches. So that there is a twofold 
Power or Authority, to be exerciſed in Cauſes, and over Pex- 
ſons Ecclclialtical or Spiritual, the one placed in the Princes, the 
other in the Churches of Chrilt. | 

Js The 
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+ if the Civil Powe in Eccleſuaftial Matters, not» 
withſi Church-Power, : ' 


*.&. 2. What is commen to both, and wherein each of 
Powers differ from the other; ſhall briefly - be ſhewed. » 

1. They are Powers, bath a Subordination or Policy in the 
Church as well as in the Common-weal, and an «fxole, or 
Jurifdition exerciſed in each. You read of Authority or Jurjſ- 
diction not only in Civil Aﬀemblies, as Rom, 13. 19.11. 
but alſo in Chusches, 2 Cor. 10. $. and 13. 10. the word is-efxolc 
in both places. - | 

2. They are bo:h from God, and the Ordinance of God, and 
ought to- be ſubmitted to for Conſcience ſake, and. arg, fo#En- 
cauragement to thoſe that arc Good, and tor Wrath upon kim 
that doth Evil ; ard he that reliſteth this Power in either, reſts 
the Ordinance of God, and they that refilt receive to th:m(clves 
Damnation ( as the Apoſile ſpeaks) as well in reſpeQ to the 
one as the. other, And both beipg from God, they axe alſo 
both Powers wnder..God, that is, under his. Deſignment and 
Limits, as alſo his Dire&ion and Guidance for his Y, as 
the ultimate 3 and the good of Mankind, as the penultimate 
end of both, 

3. This Power of Princes is termed ſpiritual, Ratione- objedi, 
beeauſe it hath to do with Spiritual Perſons and Cauſes. In 
ſuch like & ſenſe and manner of Speech ( if it had the ſtamp 
of vulgar Uſe ) the Church-Power, may be termed Civil or 
Temporal” becauſe all forts of Perſons and Cauſes withour 
Difference are under the Power of it. That as the feculiz Power is 
Cuſtos utrinſqg Tabule, matters of Holineſs (and what's appoſiie 
to it, Blaſphemy,Fereſy, Perjury,&c. ) agwell as Righteouſneſs; 
 Church-Power is Crftos utriwsque Tabule, Rifhicouſnels and 
ſ{.cond- Table-Duties, and what is oppolice, as Rebellion, Segi- 
tion, Lying, Stealing. if any Man that is called a Brother, be a 
Fornicator, or a Drunkard, or an Extortioner, &c. Ia all cheie and 
ſuch Caſes the Church- Power is applicd in an Ecclefiaſtical, or 
Spiritual way 3.4s in a Civil and Secular way the Magillzate 
deals with what arc Nutjes of the firſt Table... 

The Powers do mutyally further each other, and fo ordained 
by God, (from whom t'.cy arc both originally) as they tweetly 
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comply and agree ( bring kept in their juſt Bounds.) each 
hh archers as Moſes avd daron, David and Nethan, Zerubbabel 
the Son Shealtiel, and Joſhua the Son of © eſedech. . Fun 
Gladios, ſaid the Emperor to his Biſhop, let us-joyn our Forces 
and purge the Land of Wickedvels. And our Senators in Par-- 
liament, ſpeak thus of. theſe 3, Both Antborities and Fariſdiftiong, 


- 


joyn together, and the one helps the other. 


$. 3- Their Differences re in theſe Particulars.. 

3. Though both have ( in their eſpeQive way.) to do-with 
both Tbles, yet the Civil Magiſtrates Work lyeth molt over 
Perſons with reſpc& to the Duties of the ſecond Table; as in 
matters of Juſtice, and Righteouſneſs; inthe managing where- 
of, the very being of a Common» wealth principally confiſts ; 
its wel-bcing, only as he hath to do in Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical 
Cauſes. So the Church-Power is chiefly, and principally exer- 
ciſed in the ordering of Perſons, with reſpect tothe firſt-Ta- 
ble-Duties, and whieh appertains to Piety-: Wherein isthe Being 
and conſtant Employment of Churches. The ofthes, that is, 
matters of Righteoulneſs, Juſtice, Sqbriety, and the Tike, are 
occaſionally only and in ordine ad ſpiritwalia, under-Church- 
Power and Cenſures. 

2. The Power of Churches is not only ſpiritual R atione objedJi, 
becauſe its over ſpiritual Perſons and;Cauſes 3 but ex natwra rei, 
a ſpiritual Power having Spirituality, and its Denominatibn 
from more intrinlick Contiderations, as the Matter, Form, Sub. * 
je, Rule, End, &c. and not from the Obje& only, as that 
other Power 3 which though it be ig ſpiritual things, yet it is 
not properly ſpiritual Power, the Sword which it bears is not 
the Sword of the Spivit, Ephel. 6. which is the Word of God, and 
this Word is eternal, not temporal, it endureth for. ever, the 
Power and Soveraignty of it is from Chriſt ; ot of bis Month + 
went a ſharp two-edged Sword: his Sword and Power being ſpi- 
ritual, it pierceth, runs decp, Heb. 4. even betwixt the Soul and 
the Spirit;, there comes no ſuch Sword or Law from Civil Au- 
thority : chat Power-in its greatclt Efficacy, reacheth not the 
Inner-Man, though to be ſubmitted unto for Conſcience 
fake.. Indeed this Power is - over {piritual Perſons, but not 
immediately and direQly over. their ſpiritual pazt* By theſe 
Powers we are given up to a Priſon, to Baniſbment, to Death, 


but 
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* C22) 
but.not toSatan. | wage / oben”, were and per. fo 
PaRoattievce of. Men, as is Church- Power, vhs : 
thereis Ca | | | 
2 That If Secul4? Magiſtrates, even io Spiricual Aﬀatrs, and 
having to do primarily with the outward Man, is more Authg- 
ritgtives it, is Juriſdiftio propris dill, Legiſlative, Coereive, 
and in all reſpes the ſame as 1a Civil- Matters, what he dorh 
in his own Name. And truly apyruddnny, Church-Power; 
is not properly Juriſliction or Authority, as in theChurch, but 
aS in Chritt,. the Head of the Church 5 as ſeated i! the 
or Cets fidelium, it is only Staxrovic, Minifterinm, not ns 
wm, and acts all in the Name of Authority of Chriſt. 
4+ They differ in Extenſion, in reſpe& to both Perſons and 
Cauſes, 1, Church-Power is limited to.-a particular -Congre- 
gation, as Family-Powex to thoſe of -our own Houlhsld : Bur* 
this Mher Ecclehiafiical Power, feated in the ſame Perſon or 
Perſons, extends it (elf throughout a whole Kingdom, yes, 
ſometimes to more. than one. But in ſome one Province or 
Kingdom, you read in Scripture of many Churches. This c6- 
meth to paſs from another Difference between theſe Powers: 
The Manage of Ecclefialtical Afairs;-as "in Civil Magiſtrates, 
may bedelegated toother hands, by way of Committion or De« 
putation 3 they may ordgia under them fubardinate Thrones, 
and inferior Powers, -ating in-their Names, which is Logdly, 
and full of Honour and State :- But Churches may not do fo, 
by delcgation of Power, Repreſentatives, -or any other Method 
or Way, to ſtretch forth the Wing of theie-Authoricy (like 
that of the” Civil). over,all the Churches of - a Nation, or over 
more Congregiohs than one, or greater than ordinatily par- 
take of all othex Ordinances together, is notat all ſuitable to a 
Church-Condition, which, is Miniſterial, pot Lordly. ' So 
Mr. Bradſhaw, as the Opinion of "the Nonconformiſts : ' © We 
© confine and bound all Eccleſiaſtical Power within the Limits 
* only of one particular Congregation, holding, that the greateſt 
*Ecclefiaſtical Power ought not to firetch beyond the ſame-: 
And that it is ap arrogating of. Princely Supremacy, forany 
© Eccleſiaſtical Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, to take apon them- 
: © ſelves EcclcfiaRtical Juriſdiftion over many Churches, much. 
| © more Over whole Kingdoms, and Provinces of Churches. 


Dr.. 


-Of Supremacy , 
pag. 238. 


Holy Com- 
mon- wealrhs 
pag. 220. 


Confiderati- 
ons about 
Church. At- 
fairs. 


1 Eliz, cap 1. 
wich 35 Hen $ 


Carbo de Leg. 
lib. 2. cap. 8, 


. | | _ 
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Dr. Bilſon ſpeaks muchito this purpoſe : * Tho (faith he} 
©Biſhops may be called Governors 'in reſpe&t of the Soul, yet 
© only Princes be Governors of Realms. Paſtors have Flocks, 
* and- Biſhops have Dioccſſes 3 Realms, Dominions, and Coun- 
© tries none have, but Princes and Magiſirates, Ando the Stile, 
© Governor of . this Realm, - belongeth only -to the Prince; ad 
© not tothe Prieſt, and importetha Publick and Princely' Re- 
© eiment. The Comthon- Wealth ( faith Mr: Baxter) 'contain» 
© ethall cthe-Pevple in a whole Nation, or more, as united in one 
© Sovereign : But-particular Churches havens general Eccl.(i- 
© aflicalOfficers, in whom a Nation muſt uniteas ohe Church, 
© but are as ſeveral Corporations in-one Kingdom, ©, - We fee 
(ſaith Sir Fr.Bacon,) inall Laws in the World, Offices of Confidence 
and $kill cannot be exerciſed by Delegation, all ſuch Truſt is perſo- 
nal aud inherent, and may not be tranſported and d*legated, ar that - 
of Kings, which for tbe moſt part is bereditary, and rather an Office 
of Intereſt than Confidence, 2.-In reſpec to Cauſes, the Church- 
Power exterds irs Cenſures to no Cauſes, but ſuch as the othcr 
may, as to Popery, Hereſy, &c. But in many Caſes rhe Civil 
Magiſtrate :extends his -Care and Authority, where Church- 


Fower m«&ddles not: 'As to Jews and Pagans, and ſuch as are 
not Mcmibets-of the Church 3 ſome thſhgsmay be done by the 
Magiſtrate even for -theſe, being Members wof 'bis Conmon- 
Wealth, that may conduce to-their pc, nn The Church- 


Power is limitgd, as 1Cor,5.12., $0 wzjle. whether” the 
Crime committed be-private or publick, Matter of Sgandal, or 
not, or the Perſor'penitent, or otherwiſe, theſe Powers.aregt 
I1berty to puniſh or pardon alike, and as they ſhall judg it ex- 
pediecnt; to be ſevere or merciful accordingly. + Fhey may form 
or reform the Laws and Statutes by which they govern 3 mia- 
king the ſame Fault Treaſonin one Age, that in the next not 
ſo much as Impriſonment.- But-Church-Power is limited the 
ſame Crime, the ſame Puniſhment ever, not being in the Power 
of this Republick to vary. in their Proceſs, in reſpet of lefſer 
or greater Cenſures, if the Crime be the fame. | 

5. In their Contiitution or Tenure: Licet omnis Poteſtas (faith 
Carbo) tum Ecclefiaſtica tum Civilis, fit 4 Deo, tamen non eodem 
modo nam politica licet univerſe ſit jure Divino, in particulari ft 
jure Gentium, Ecciefiaſtica omni oof 1 eſt jure divino, & 4 Dis, 
Government in general is of Divine Right, but whether in this 


or 
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or that ar Form, as in one, or INS 
zeſt,” this'is humane, and bath its Origins] from Man.- - That 
Power which is termed an Ordinance of God, in 13. is 
called an Ordinince of Man,' in 1 Pet. 2: Church-Power 7 
Government being ſpiritual, bath 'all particulars-for ſubſtance 
both in reſpe of Perſons and Adminittrations, fofrmatrer and 
manner appointed by. Jeſus Chriſt, and in all Nations to be the 
ſame, Civil Power, even in Ecclfraſtical Matters, iff many 
things for ſubſtance, is left to the Prudence of the Scare in which 
it is exerciſed 3' and ig; the Forms of it various, according to 
the manner of the Nation. &8 for Inſtance; inipeh into 
Religious Aſſemblies, yiſiring and obſerving their Demeanour, « 
recciving, Complaints. by reaſon of Wrongs, Diſorders, '&e. 
Theſc things may. be done by.the Cixil] Mayiltrate, in his own 
Perſon, or by P.rſons authorized from him 3 theſe Perſons-miay 
b: many, ox but one in a Divifion, theſe Diviſions of latger ovleſs 
Compalſs.And for the manner of Pracedure,it's various,as Ecclelt- 
allical Courts differ in their manner of Proceſs from Civil, of of a 
Method or Way of handling Cauſes different fotweach, be cſta- 
bliſhed by Law, it is equally warrantable.- There are particular 
Directions left by Chritt, according to which the Officers ( and 
" Perſons more eſpecially. entruſted 'with this Power?) are'de- 
ſigned togiand inveſted in their-Places* and Charge, as EleGion, 
Ordination, &c. with Faſting and Prayer. -The other Powers 
are ſetled upon, and claimed in ſuch ways, as the reſpe&ive Law 
of Nations deſign, as by Birth, Lot, Victory, Donation, or 
the like, as well as Ele&ion 3 infomuch"as'a Woman 'or Child 
may.have a rightful Claim to this Supreme Truſt,” and- the 
Management” of it, by thertſelves *or others, as ſhall be- 


appointed. 
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$. 1. Of the Neceſſity and Uſeful efr of a TuriſdiGion 
over ons and in Cauſes Ectteftaitical, beſides what 
is in Churches. 5. 2. This Power i; placed im Kings, * 
and ſuch as are the Supreme Governors in a Common- 


Wealth. 6 


S. 1. Roe ſecond; we (ſhall ſhew how neceſſary and uſe- 
ful Civil Powers, even in Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual 
Matters, 'notwithitanding the other; It is not-to be denied, 
that Souls were cotiverted,” and Charches efiabliſhed, andkept 
up, when there was no Aﬀiſtance, but rather Oppoſition, from 
the Princes of the Earth, as iti the Apoſtolick and Primitive 
Times. The Benefit we have now by Chriſtian Mgifſtrates,was - 
then more abwndantly* _— the Infancy of Chriſtianity 1 
requiring more ) By the Miracles wrought, and the” conſtant * 
Dire&ion and Care of Apoſtolick and a Perſons, 
who were gifted by Chrift for that purpoſe; *** oh 

All the ordinary Helps that now we have, by external and 
more ſenſual or carnal Means, contributing any"thiffg to theſe 
great Works, is only a pious and Chriftian Magiftracy, where a 
Nation is-blefſed with it. TheB Teof is tnuch in a {pi- 
ritual reſpe, both-to the World, as likewiſe to the Church, 

x. It is ( tho remote) a great Help to bring Men out of 
theirnatural Condition, unto Life and Salvation. We are exhor- 
ted to pray for Kings, and ſuch as are in Authority, 1 Tim.2, The 
reaſon, v. 4. For OGvd will bave all Men to be ſaved, aiiltf'to come to 
the knowledg of - the Truth. As the Knowledg of the Trath is a 
means to bring a Soul into a ſaving State 3 {6 is the Mapiſirate 
( being enlighened himſelf ) a great Means to bringus to the 
knowledg of the Truth. Thoſe Men were in a great"Diftance" 
from God, ina Rage againſt Chriſt and Religion, Pſal.2.1. they* 
did combine againli the ſtrict Ways of the Goſpel 3 theſe pooy® 
Heathens being,notwithſtanding,given to Chrift by Ele&ion,v.$. 
David uſeth a twofold Method tor reducing them: The firſt is, 
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a repreſenting their wretched and miſerable Condition, 
in- this State mity, ver: 9. Fhen,-2. deals with rg he a, 
| ces and Rulers; tobe forthwirky , and ſervetheLord, 


i.e, as Kings and Magiſtrates, itheir publick Capacity, But muſe 
not the People be infiruced alſo Such Magi 2 
| ly provide and take care for their Pcople, that they maybe 
brought to the knowledg of the Trath 3 and therefore it needs 
- Y not to bementioned, To RC ot. 7 AS; 
; * The Magiftratical Power conduceth to this Work divers ways; 
1- By ſetting up and proteQing # Golpcl- Miniſtry HEonly can 
ſubſerve Providence, by ſending, or giving wayto 6thersto ſend 
forth fit Perſons, and enforce a Maintenance for their Encou- 
ragement in this Work. By ſuch a Word of- Providence (it is 
Ne 0444aT Q-) we come to; bear, and by hearing we believe; 
Roms. 10. 17.- He can urge his People to- come to the Means, 
and outwardly conform to the ſame, 4nd fo them+to 
the Knowledg of the Truth, the very Knowledy whereof, tho” 
not ſaving, is a means at leali yofetirain our inbred Cor 1 
and to work preparatively toConverſion, bringing Men Into a 
Condition not far from the Kingdom of Heaven, as Chrilt {j © "wy 
2. The Civil Magitftrate hath Power to' puniſh and Tt . 
and fo to work upon the Paſſions of Fear, Deſire, Hope, &E. 
even in his Natuzal Eſtate, hath free Will in Moral 'Acqtions;/ 
| be excited and drawn forth. The Paſſions are {o ſeated betwixe 
= | the Willagd Senſes, that outward and ſenſual Objects work ef- 
feQtually upon it: the Mgtions of the "Will, in this our State of 
Carription, depending more upon the viſions efowhat is fenſu- ,,,,.;..._ f 
al, than what is 2 rational Good or'Evil, - Thettiolt comman-' :5mcre 2<ms 
FF} ding and ftirting Paſſion, and gyith Lfe and vigour, in a f*£--: /ecca- 
vatural Man, is Self, or Self-Love'3 it isthe firſt Principle uſit-' a7 onlatim 
ally that God excites in us.cowards Converſion, as in the Para- Zum o 
ble of the Prodigal, and divers other Scriptuyes. Sicknefs, Po- ilud amirrere, 
verty,and the like Occurren® of Providences, {Puniſhments for & ? conrrarro 
Sin) being ſandified by the Lord, work wuch upon us3 {© Mi- notre od 
ſeries inflited Upon the more obflinate, from Magiltrates (in jeg; cr:4m 
Juſtice fox evil-doiag ) have the ſame Operation : and by reaſon' vit-repreca- 
hereof,” groſs Corruptions arc kepe ip. and refirained, whereby 77 Aviae. 
che Habirs of Sin decreaſe; and becomele(s rank-in” the Sout, 7; Pe 
It. is4a bedging our Way with: Thorns, "8 the Prophet ſpeaks. * Hol, x. 6, 
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Aqnon partofthe World kes wichout ahePabs the Church, 
EI op gee on or ned ne 
is exerciſed only on Ave have nothing todo 
oy Re tron tho they - be Forniedters, or Cooe- 
tos, or ddobaters, or Drankards, or Extortioners 3 Churches, in 
reſpec of 'Cenkues and Puniſbmene, ; leave them to God by the 
Magiltratc, or the like Providential way to judg'them, rf. 13, 
3- Impediments removendo ; -he removes comupt Teachers, thar | 
flay Mens Soals, by crying Peace, propheſying of ' Wine, &6, 
indulging Sinvers in their Security 3 and fuch- as by Errors and 
falſc DoQrime poylon Mens Souls, ro theireternal perdition ; by - 
ecliaining Sg IgG not pomirtng GE ern wg: and the - 
like Fomcaters of Sins 


Now there i is nomeans or proviſion {o certain, and rnccall | 
effeQual toſend out Preachers, ' to urge and confirain Men to 


hcar, and for all theſe purpoſes, as'this;} when the Magiſtrate, 
according to his Truſt and Dyty, puts forth his Authority in 
theſe Matters 3 or that willſo univerſally, 4s an cxterna} means, 
fir that Principle of Selt-love in all Men, co the: ſeeking after 


what is good, and the ſhunning of what is evil. A' Corrcive Power 
of this Nature is placed in mo other hand but his. © Mioifters 
may and perſuade,' but muſt be no Strikers, may not 'ex- 
ternally 'afli& and confirainz Peter may not uſe his Sword in 
Chriſt's Quancl. God owly, and the Civil Magiſtrate, further 
our Happineſs, by making us miſcrable. 

Paxl, who had «s much Power as any Man of that Order, 
yet his. Weapons were only ſpiritual; and tho an Apoſile; yet 
could not do ſomuch as the megned} Civil Magiſtrate *infuch a * 
Coercive way: for their Weapons will, whether Men incline 
or not, have an operation, and conſtant effect, leſs or more, to 
whomſoever zppled,» This Power therefore of the Civil Magj=- 
lirate cannot well be wanted 3 or ® it be, there" is noordinaty 
means to be had for a ſupplyin the room of ie. +I#ben there was 
no King 4a I{racl, every Man did what war vight in bis;own Eyer, 
followed the Ways his Lutisled him-to. Suppoſe there be good 
Counſcl and Inſtruction, yet tomany Petfons it ſignifterh lietle 5 
for ſome Men are not conigible by Words, ' Prov. 29:19. "The 
F ool;ſbneſs that is hound wp yu our” Hearts, muſt by Correllian be 
driven far from w. Prov. 22. 15- 


-4.4 


”S \ 4 . 


- "IE * ws 
239 | 
: 
- = 
= 
= 


obey not the Word, ave without th(Word. won by ſuch-a Coover- \ pe. ,. 
b fation 3, that is, won to the Loveof the Word, and the liking 
| of thoſe: Ways that are according to the Word, - Much greater - . 
/ is that Honour and Ovnament which comes to the pn 9 ms 
, the Magiſtrate, not only by his. Copverfavion, perſonal 
JS Example, bur by his Laws and Authozicy,, ers himſelf ro-en- 
courage all he can, the Preachers and Pr $ thereof, bearing 
ther. up againft Defpiſcrs and: Scoffers. ge 4 4. 
2 Inzcſpe to the Church, and ſuch asare effeRualifall's 7, ;;. C:nrch. 
out of the World; God, hath promifed, and in the Scripture 
wuch coraborted his People im-thisgghat they ſhall have great be- 
petit by the Civil Magiftratesthat axe over ther | as 1/a. 32. 2. 
& chap. 49.23. & abap.60,16, Thele Promiſes relate 'to-Gofſpel- 
times. And thoſe, Places, Numb. 27.16, and1 Tins 2. are equi- 
valent to Promiſes 2 a Prayeris as it were a+ Promiſs reverice 3 
what is ſpoken. by the Lord in a_ Promiſe, being returned, isthe 
ſizxength and contidence of a Prayer. . Encouragementy alfbvto 
obey Precepts, imply. Promifes3. ſo that of Rows. 13% and + Pw.2. 
our SubjeRion is required upon this. eonfideration,” that Kings 
are fox the praiſe of them that do well, Rom. 13. ordained of God 
to thee ( tothe Church, and to every Sdint ) for good, The Lord 
in this doth-not only promiſe, but as it-were undestake for the 
ittrace, that he ſhall be ſuch an one, as thoſethar-are pious 
and righteous, thoſe that do walk, nced nopdread atrfear to be 
. under him, A good Magilirate is a Blethng, .and-matter of joy 
| and; rcy0ycing to the People of-God,. Prov. 29. 2. Ecelefe v0.17, 
| a greatFruit and Evidence of his Loye to them, - » King. 10.9, 
and. 2 Chron. 2. 11. Becauſe the Lord bath loved bis People, be bath 
| made thee. King aver them 3. it is {o ſpoken of Solomon, 
| The Bencht and Good to the Churches and' Saints from the 
Jy GivilMagi may more particularly be judged of in theſe 
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Rom. 16, 


1. Kings and. Princes are an :Qzdinance, of God, or Median 
by which, 1a amore ſpecial and peculiar com 
his _—_ Wiſdom Wy" | / _ g pb aa mp 
ries. Men. A4 Kings 3» [ ” or - 
ſaw thatthe Wiſdom of God was in him, to 4 Iaſon. the 
Power ans Juſtice, and the like Attributcsof Gad-.become viſible 
in-this Qxdinance of God, Sec £celeſ#b,.2. Numb. 27. 20. Prov. 
16, 10, and/21: 1. {At-is brought as..an Argument to Magi» 
firates 2gainſi Paitialiry and Bribery w-2 Chron, 19. a” oo 4 no * 
Iniquity with tbe Lord our God, nor reſpefis of Berſone, aking of 
Gifte, --What4s, oris.not in God, Ghouls be, or nat befaund in 
him that.is a Magiſtrate. They axe therefore termed Gods; be» 
cauſe a viſibleRepreſentation of God's Attributes, 4s, or oughr 

in thei ing. And as Chiiſt is (aid to be preſent 

e Church. which he hath appointed, be» 

| Virtue and Efficacy of Chritt manilcſt-in 

their Miniltry z. So in this great .Ordinance-of «a. Magiſtrate, 
there is {aid tobe a ſpecial s ence -of God with him, 2 Chrone 
19.6, From thelike Manitcſtation-of: G:d, io his Wiſdom, 
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Power, Goodne(s, &c.,for the Welfare of Societies. wat 
There is ſuch a. Harmony and' Neighbgurhood -berween the 


outward and inward Man, that what works upoa the one, af- 
teas the other. When therefore «the Miniſtry by Chriſt's pre- 
ſence works upon a Man's Soul;the Man isof a better Behaviour 
outwardly, and to Civil Relations :* Soalſo. being brought. in- 
to outward Subjection and Conformity, ( by: Magiſtracy ) the 
Mind and ſpiritual part is much the more ftted for Chriftian 
Communion. Moral Vertnes,. yea, Civilities are much. preſſed 
upon Church-Members every where in the Epililes,as to be kind, 
courteous, bumble, ſubmiſ;, felf-denying. Paul ſpends a whole 
Chapter in Greetings and Salutes. - Men and Women that are 
moroſe, ſelfiſh, ſtiff, opinionative, ill-bred, ſuch for the moſt part 
are buxthenſomin all, and as much in theſe ſpiritual Societies 
as in any other. _- 

2, For ProteQion, Church-Power neither judgethor reflrain= 
eth themtbat are without ; it is no Fence nor Security againſt the* 
World. The only Hedg about this Vineyard,” under God, is the 
Sword of the Civil Magiſtrate... Saints. and Churches, being 
called and ſeparated out of the World, are hated. bythe World, 
and fuch a Seed of Enmity in them againſt the Members of 


Chriſt, 


a Nurſe-Chiid, or Infant | 
have more Strength. * T his religious-Care and: 
* or ought to be inthe Magiſirate, who is rexnied- 
Prophet in this Pronafe-backyian E 
Churches, called together amatigt the | 
when there woutt bee n# Prophets *or "April ” Sig 
Wonders, or mighty. Deeds w in the behalf of t5eC 

as was inthe Jewilh -and'4 of Chriſtians. 
It's pxomiſcdthat-Kings-and Princes” Cei X common” or 

ſaving Change ) ſhall become nurſing'F, noutiſhing and , Sam. 10-6,9- 
protecting Chailt's feeble ant che And where 1 Kings 4. 25 
the Magiltrate is ſuch, we -ropray that all may be fuch;* * 
we have the Liberty -under them ( notwithſtandiagthe' World's = 

Enmity ) to 164d» a *quiet and-peaceable Life, andthis not only 1285 4: 27+ 
in- Honeſty, but in all Gudlineſs, » WET a ode) 

» 3+. The Judgments of God, Sword of the Magiſtrate, and the 

like external Adminiſtrations are helpful*cothe F Men, 

who arc liable, while a Body of Sin, to as foul external Ats 

of Sin, as the wortt of Mcn«*- The ſpiricua] part in us by theſe 

means, helps it ſelf mugh. (in an hour of Yempration'eſpecially ) 

againſt che Fleſh, over-ballancing,the Pleaſtires- of Sin, from 

chat Shame and Grief Sin brings with it 3 ſo* that Se'fove, or- 

a higher Principle-is hereby tirengthened to avertais.” Servile 

Fear (evil only in defe& )-15 good and uſeful tothe beſt of us, 

ey a mixcd Condicion,apd not pexfectin our Lovero God. 

Fob was emioently godly and righteoks, yet in botffmich furthered 

from the Conſidcratioa of Wrath *and Judgmetit, * If T have a IT 
ſeen -( {Ah he ) any perifbufer want of Cloatbing fi bave lift with 13, 
up my. Hand againſt th: F atbeleſ7, 8&6. veiy 23. Fi jon 
from, God was a Terggr to mes The Magifirates*Ecclefiaftical 

Power. had the like effect to reſtrain cophagtin him,” as. verfe, 26, 

27,28. If 1 bebeld the Swn,and my Heart bath heen ſeeretly emiced, 

or my Mouth bath kiſſed my Hand : "this- wpere "an Iniquity to be 
puniſhed by tbe Jug... The Apotile Paul though conſtrained by * 

Love, verſe 14, Such was his Aﬀection'to Chriſt, yet moved 

alſo to Duty from the Conſideration bf Judgment and Terror, 

2 Cor. IC. 11. | * 


- 
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- If iz be thus with the beſt of\ghe Saints, much more will 
Eltthes in. necd. of ſuch. an external Helpagainf Cor. - 


| ruptivns: There; being: not only a-mixture-of Fleſh and Spitir, 


1 Cor. F- 


i Cor, 11. 


z Chron. s 14. 


in thoſe thatere Members indeed but a mjxture with them of 
Hypogutes, and fuch as ave Members only iz ſhew. _ 

We tad in the;Churches planted -by the Apoliles, a-uſe not 
only of Spixitual Cenſares, but alſe outward and bodily A Ric- 
tions, Sickneſ7, Feakneſs, 8c. for Church-Miſcarriages 3 and 
it's laid tobe for the, Salvation of ther Souls, Chap. 5. ver. 5. 
with Chap. + 1. ver. 32. So that Severity of the Lord on Anauis 
and Sapbira, was tut a Churdy-Fault, and it's faid Verſe 1 x, 
Great Fear. cange upon all the Chareh. It was an _eminept Church, 
before whom, -Pawl ſhakes. the, Magiſtrate's Sword, andrelts 
them, if they dothat which is.exil, they have cauſe to be afraie, 
far by degreth not the Sword in-vain... | | 

Affiitions that are. from a more iminediate Hand: of God; 
cithes in en ordinary or an extraordinary way, thoſe alſo that 
che Lord. chaſtiſeth us with by the. Hand of the _—_ 
L diffcsence. not, cach being: to the ſame purpoſ,.ang as an 


external, Niipline. For where there are no Magiſtrates, or 


regligent ones, God in a providential way, and niore-immedi- 
ately judgeth andafflicts Evil.doers 3 even.as where Church- 
Diſcipline-is wanting gr neglected, God hinwelf excommunicates 
as it were, and gives Men up to Terror and Anguiſtt of Soul, 
for thcix-evil Deeds. | : # 

If we ſhould. draw .in here Ingances from the Jewiſh: Church, 
ard how the Lord difciplined them by the: Civil Magificate,” 
and affliting the outward Man,, there carr be-nothing more 
evident than this, an undoulged Uſchulucls of fuch DifpenTaci- 
ons, even-to the Churches of Chritk, | 

Aud alchowgh it ſhould not be-a-good: reafonin Þ.arpve 
from what Power the Prioces of Iſrael exerciſed in reſpec of 
its Exteat in; Pauticularss many of them wing Prophets as well 
as Princ.s 3, yet the Eenche and Uſcfulneſs of ſuch Power may 
be the ſame unte w as: unto them, both in refpet of Terror 
to Exil-Doerg, and Praiſe to th-m that 4» wel. Though an 
Argument tzom Cirewncyſien applicd to Infants, will gorweigh 
with ome, becauſe they deny Bupriſm to be @ Sacremencr of that 
Nature : Yet this. cannot be denied by them, that if an Inflne 
be capable of Benctit by an Ordinance it underſtands not 3; - 


Iatants 


- <#) 
Ioaos may ud packomoos opp Soom 
from Eccletiattical 


Power 
4. As it is the Duty of rach 
y Noh 
buc ſuch asmay appear amidble ot in the Eyes —_ 
be heeded by Churches. 


Government, will argue &t leaftthat 
aow to receive Benehre4nd Good _ Te 

wiſely cowards them that ave 

looked upod; not only with Kejoyei 

Mcn. Theze are ap regents all Secierjes,” —_ 
Nature and: nts ont = intrue > os. = 'oxe- ofp 

the Eyes of Men, being Ls by Wo. wil 
ſuffer, fo much more If by Chuntbey ed by Po, ok 
theſe Chriflian Aſſertblies, * onfiohibery mdch he) + ac 


fte and comely” in all human*© Socicties 3 us nh Love, 
Peace, brothetly Forbearance, Ov. Let allrbingy, he Apo- 
file, be done without murmureng or di the 


g. \ Pau 


.” 


Church of Corinth with this, that th 
Wrwk Sorifer, Back bitinge, 
the like amongſt rhetn; Phefe may ber 
= ions in Churches; a3 in ocher A ſemblics. 
ſors impeaebed and " ceuſurcd as Schiſmutikg, $8 , and 
Difturbers of the Peace and GE [ 
Magittrate. Paxt appeals from the Church to Ceſar, es 
Prince, expectin him, thegh's Harhen, more 
then from hi , being > The Sane: % peed their owifCaute.. 

For where Partiegare before the 
Cauſe is heaxd. | As. Ch 
and of-times to girt Ofre as welt as fmgle Perſons. 
paons a Chriſtie w” Mapiftrare*s" Care,” nd a $4 t 

fh open Offend#rs, whether ting! ns'or Aﬀemblics. 
Lad the Fruth igyvif"fach Aſſrmblics,” that i, Churches,” be 
wot under the rates Jurifdi@hiorg, chey are ipder none, 
and avill be at x Tols in reſpect of ll choſe Advantages before 
- mentioned. 

4 The@/Qutre/reE this Power being #tclaed fo folly, it will 
nt bc ulr.ro &yivee the Neceſtty of ir, thats, tothe well- 
being of * For whatſoctver thing is alcful in Spirituzt! 

Atizs 


» 


and /Op- 
et Per- 


Phi. a+. 


» Cor. 1% 1a 


HOREIREIE [ne rt Cor. lo 3a». 


F ( 32.) - © 
ain -{s ig-the ſame degree ne Larue thw: | 

It the Ruling and- Co. rave Power in a Charch cxtendVir 
ſelf go further than its own Members 3 if one particular-Chutch - 
cannot ſuſpend, excommunicatey"or excrcileany- the like Jurif- 
diction over angther 3 it will then follow, vvhatſoever benetit 
or advantage Larkin or heir Members, are ſuppoſed to have. 
and reap, by being undegany external Ruling Power there- 6n 
Earth 3 this may, - and.,ought to be expeGed: from"che Ma- 
gilirateg+ Eccleſiaſtical Power and no-other: + His" be'ng the 
only Power that is of ſuch an Extenſion and Compaſs, as to 
be over all Perſons and Societies within his Dominion, 

For the further Explication and Confirming gf -what is «Nerted, 
I ſhall lay down{ſome Conliderations, and'then anſwer ©bjecti- 
ons. Purpoſtly enlarging upon; this Argument, "vs tending 
much to a dittin& underfianding*of Egclctiattical JurifdiQion, ' 
both as it.is mn Church and Magiſtrate. 2. S.,.4 


- 


The Conſiderations are theſe, ** * 


: - Ta F 2 . 
Therc is no Power or Authority either in Churcly or Magi- 
—_ doth direfily and immediately compel or enfotce the 
Soul, "Pains, Penalties, Refirgints, bodily Puniſhments or 
what comes nearer, and is-more fpiritua), as 'Adtmonition, 
Suſpenſion, Excammunication, or the like, When Perſons in 
any of theſe ways are judged and cenſured; by the Church or 
Magiſtrate, or both; it hath its Fruit and effeQ+in reſpe&t of 
Morals, only in a more.remote/and c/ "25 by work- 
ing upon the Judgment and.-Affetions 3 $«m10 created 
Power can reach the Soul, to- put upowicany immediate Force 
or Reſtraint, further than-by applying ſuch *means ( diſcov:- 
red By the Scrrpture or Light of Reaſon) -a8'vre aprand flitable * 
to {ct the Soul and Confcience"ot a Man, to werk uporriedclf, 
We term it Coereive, in difference from what'is only: diretive 
and perſwaſwes for according as the Lard hatappointed'means 
ro tbis or that cnd;/ accordingly he works, and fo we ought t& 
j:dg and, ſpeak. Now beſides means appointed for DiftruJion” 
and Perſwaſion, God alſo hath added Diſcipline; a means mo-* 
ral'y coercive, which hath Pain and Shame, #t's a Putliſhracnc 
&T:/1111%, and for the Deſtruftion of the Fleſh, therefore a meats 
morally Compn!ſwe, and more than meerly ptrſwaſive, the Rod 
; and 


biion of Chnijm che one, bf pt oro ye Ns 
carnal and unbelieving Sant, 7 OI 
2. Ther awe gra ind Cardlc: Bll, 6 
immediately and invifibly governed by*the Lord and, 
The World and: the Church, ttiade cath*of 


, . - 

bly and immediately: tory 'as God is itivi ha 
immediately, he aQs iaviſibly. As the is dif 
into vifible and inviſible, {& is the Power by Se, 
ned. - Teviſible as in! a ſecret and "niyſterious way, and 
ately from the Lord: And thus'tre alt Kingdo 
Tongues and/Languages / united as.” in"vne, ' 
bulk of Mankind ; as; alfF the; ©a lick, 1 
Body of Saints, ;they.are allchuls | 
the Lord. albne,. and inot”” by-- | | 
great Bodies of Men and Chrifions,” cot be | 
parcclled, and formed into Political Got, governed Os 


oes, Fx, thoſerhat are" Te 

Lenpioc Slots es, Pariſhes, Ng 
whether -they be: Civil:or: 'Eockfiallical,vu Fhels tir though' 
then hangghe Gootlratucls of # Bedy"' di Corparation; exc in 
ies kind, and ſufficient» Power? ro.” govern it ff" pit! hor 
to goverw one another. ” A Church bath-wot Avuthovicy 16: y6- 
vera a Church, nor.a Family, ot the chick in it ro goverii a 
Neighbour-Family. The Light in the leaſt Star is ſufficient 
foogy felf, but not to rule the-Day-or- the” Night/>=o the Sim 
and Moon. 

Theſe {fſ.r Bodies are therefore fo compoſed in their ſeve- 
ra] Reglmentss chat many of them -together, may lie io the 
Boſom of a greater I A and it will be for their ber- 

err 


Ss ene 
kdle, wats 


Whit, Tra# J« 


in an-ex and ways? $I 6. p. 181. 
err cb either 'ip ; 06d [coil whe... 
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: tft Soclenjes therefor ordinarily arc x 
tor Diſcipline. . The | and 
in Families is" received from the L 
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'of that Wwokiwly 
RAD; airs 


Une 0g __—_ 
d Common» weakh. 


under forte Government, and , Wrovgs | 
Goren na be ter bave che Bene of » Ma | 
thoxity to appeal unto. | = 
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this $ 16.4 
"Com 7 EEG ref 
ore tbeſe. 


«2, I» Families tho ——— ICS \ Nati 
at where they are Gouared, py one © 
and ne 4 Power 2 9 and ſufficient © 

do arc: Churches. 


n al fr | 

ed with a Genin each 
it ( faith Mr. Perkins ) for @ + 10 have the 
= x wine ur) Fn bee 

of 4s 

had given ber... There is- s give to'the +4 ola of 1 
þ6 or Congregation, according to  Ortbt : 
on cliabliſhed by;our Law, notionly » Shea 5p to preach, &c. 
yes oY 10 preach the WadofG but they :are made 
Govexnours ag Cs ufches, perf 6: 
\Sins thow doſt remi remtis, they are remitted 5 and whoſe 
| «by which Werds the Ke) 
of Di hems. ten Perpet, Govern. p. 213. 
RedaB. of £- By Ot ex ts lad ( faith Bilbop Uh) all 
piſce. pv *# ue rbyters axc to OP er tbe Dotirine and Sacraments, 
| Og of Cbrift- as. the Lord bath commanded,” ant as 
ae gf ee Aadithat they might the ber= 
ord. hath commanded therein; the 
« (Ex xtation wo g one's Elders of the Church of Epbeſus 
G's we 1 to be xgad. unto thern at the rime of their Ordi- 
* awwaivur ſo © nations Th bordo ey ſetver, and to all the Flock, among whom 
rakgn in Mat: ©tbe Holy G yau Overſeers, $0. *-rule the Congregti- 
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Iz. 5. 4 . God, Pau Coy 2d with bis Blood, 
15. hes ba ot HY tells us thatfor Preferyation of Chriftianity here 


Ho. Ecel. Pol. £ not an k 
lib, 3. SeR. r. = ! 


ing more. needful than that ſuch as are of the vi- 
© ſible Church have mutual Fellgwthip. and Society one with a- 
* pother, Inwhich Conſideration the Catholick Church is divi- 
c * dedi into/anumbex of diſtin Societicgevery-of whiclfis termed 
© a Church within ;it ſelf not an Aſſembly, but 2 Sokfety, ——A 
* Church (as we-arevow to underſtand it ) is a ty, "hat Is, 
* 2 number of Mcn kelonging to ſome Chriſtian- ſhip, the 
* Place and Limits whereof are certain,having communion in the 
* publick Exerciſe of ſuch Duties as aze mentioned, A&tr 2. 7: 
* As thoſe « f the Myſtical Church by their inward Graces di 
* from all othicrs which are not of the Body, arid thoſe that fr 
* of the viſible Body of the Church, have the Notes Wentanct 
© Profeſſion. Even fo theſe ſeveral Societics,or Churches, have 
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ek or Suciencyy not. 

ED or | 
in thoſe laſt W : e 
than Gov:ynment, « CHE 
ment, \and alſo whatever. defies 
fairs. of the Chugch of God, 
wright) having an Eldoſvir, a 
whom Paſtors, Dogfors, and] 


Governors. [7 -j wi. 

each particular Church for! entan _ 

as if the Catholick viſib'e: Chan were F andy toy Ruther f, Due: 

ning Church, * The Power of Jazi aith;one:) j I&-a4 Righ: vt Pre. 
2S'ig n Pro- byt. pag» 307- 


«© vincial,.. as ina National, yea, as in the OS: 

All Thingt are . yours, faith Paul to'a particolar urchy'2 Corry, Parker's Polit:. 
To this purpoſe Mi, Parker; Sicat non pays, bc; " As a particular 14 1. cap. 13, 
Cre wh able ade e and. perft Body 5) four 


* perfect, and compleat ip bac lpgle 
| 


ed. with 1be whole and intire. Cher owempel, and nos 


Thi Orr and Domeſtlick Power js. intridfick acid: offers 24 Inſtance. 
tf to.aFanitly,. aud is.a Power derived immediatly ! tzxom the 
Lord 


Due Rightof * i(ipline, faith the - 
Presbyr.c 1 ; Pro 16 5 Church, and not 
S. 9. & as LE ED 
« Clutch ce ws pany 4 ipſa 

Right of a Church, as it 


Caf. con. lib 4+ Potter £ th Is. ines) of @ as 

LaPs 24. P. 4* i he herated, Kenufe __ F | ;nemdadh oy. fl = 
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of this pan Ge ne chere is # Goyern 


rhe are 
_ OLD Andif cho Ti 
on which Chrili hachput his Name;be not 
not where we {hall kd the Joint. "As we fy cho were Farny- 
lics, fo particular Churches, before any Commonwealthswere, 
and Chriſtian Churches and Diſcipline excrciſcd;many Y: ;p4 
tore any Emperors or Kings were Chriſtian > And 
Families have many Privileges ſo peculiar, and- by the Law of 
Nature ſo much theirs, as arc never touched or of infringed by 'th 
Supreme Power of any Nation : | So likewilc it is — — 
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pres not only +beirs, but their 

3- 4. Onetbat ME reabe es Hſe Die iee Þ 
of Miniſters, Tow ir val, and are 
over” you in. the Lord,” 1 Theff. 5. 12 in ' Heb. Lb { it is 


wWyeptvols , Duces Captains,Officers in Churches, 
ln Hema 21 apap en There is tid-Powet iv 
a'Sy command, where no Obligation upon the Inferioe 
wo Avtd therefore the Lord ſeems CS. 
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ea means Fatnih-Power, within their own 


is he Ingen of ha Learned-of each: Perſuaſion: 

ot. Funiſeonſwlparnortegale, Gre; It 'is 2 

_ A Sentence given by bimthat-isnoe 

—_ mo But patticular Churches Src nor the 

7 putagang's +19 that--are. of other: Chutches, how 

LIED a ct nn the ſuch $i ry 

* were-tpbe lighted and .contemned,as of a umeth 

©to make Lawsout of the bounds of his own et ion, Nee 

De judice cont. Pdttfit) nee debt» ( faith the ame: Author clſewhere )! particularis 

CaÞ. 16. p« 9, a 1 rn urn þ rm A INS 
filios ſmos-' 


ca abſcindege, quelibet enim Eecleſia 
Dottrins pubſice ftabilita tenſiris CN Sed pd Tolfn 
Of the Church Dy, Freld, gi a common Reſo 'of- — 4 oy dp" wy That if 
lib. s. a Biſhop 1 to do any Ai of Furiſdiflion out of big own Diveceſs, 


( that's, opal nts Church, ſfo-cep. 30.) «1 td excommunicate 
or abſolve, or the like, -all ſuch Aft are ntterly void, and of no force. 
The lame thing,  faich Dye Grakentborp, 
| 177-. j* Every! 
Fu divinum «power: one #5. much'a F | | 
EEO *hoown' Axiom, Parin ana apyt apart AiEqual harh 
Fo Power over afl __—_ E Influute parochiales integre 
, inter ſe collaterales, & poteſtate Eccleflaſtica equales, faith 
og Which ly Choe ary ol Mares Engliſh- Pariraviſm 
thus; * Particular! walk all Matters ;<qual, and are 
Cap, 2. $. 3- .Sentraſted: with the I Power and Au- 
« chovity- | Fewel, Reynolds, Whitake, and moſt of our Divi 
againlt the Papifis; are large in their Diſputesfor- a' parity wy? 
Churches, ,and Mr.,Parker.hath written a who'e Chaptcr ther 
De Polie 1ib :] tate Eecleſiarnmt, Some mhake.a particular Church tobe of larger 
cap. 21, Extepſicm, av.gDiovels, a Rrvvinge, ©. But; that c Gy no 
the State of 'the SOS W Y 
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Keele. P- 3» 
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clefialticks+ «Dr. 7 nn ENDEN 1 | fi ks | Goſpe!- anoint- 
+ now God's Tabernacle.; * The ws" Do . © ings, pig 94+ 


* tional Church, but.now-Gad hath exe 2 4d WELL | 
< nacles. Every particulay Chuxch-unde 
« of-God; a ſeveral Church, INDEPENDE EN: a * The Church 
« of England. faith the fame. Author is -called a particular 


© Church fromi'other Nacions, ie volexs Gorunaren 
<«< Civil, which-is  — any wo cign Prince. 


Ezcb:Chureb, faich Yoctas, a it baths ofa Regt Deſp. Cav. 


real or Society, ſo its endued with ing projier ent and Fap. lib- 3+ 
py A nk 3 ev Dive Cheiſt, 5 3 © 4 
by Ward and Spirts, nn n "$9 o 
ot ber Chnrcbes. Mr- Bates, * One Company * Treatiſe pria- 
« hath no Authority to impoſe things pod. many any Chat red Anno 
4-4, None now have Apdſtolick Authority. 2. Each, Con - 1613. 


« tibfiis a Body INDEPENDENT of any Ecclefiaſtical Fower. 
6 There is po Ordinance of. God for this, .( ſaith My. Baes.)) 
«that Churches within a circuit ſhould be tyed to a certain Head- 
« Church for Governtnent, pag. 8. and pag. 13, We affirm that 

G ne 


(429 
* no ſuch Head-Church was ordained'either vertually, or aQtual- 
* ly; but that all Churches were fingle Congregations, cqual, 
*INDEPENDENT cachof other in rega of Subjection, 
wo mig Every true _ (hong now in an 1 ery er Con» 
_ gregation 3 in another place, The Congregational Body Politich 
GOES. Gl Piritwaly INDEPENDENT, is Chriſt's Divine Ordinance in the 
Goſpel, a gacies of. Chtiſtians, is a ſpiri- 
< tual Body Politick INDEPENDENT. That is, it hath the 
Confeſſion of © Right and Power of ſpiritual Adminiſtrationand Government 
Faith, p, © init feff, and over it ſelf, by the cornmon and free” conſent _of 
Anno 1601. © the People > INDEPENDENTLY and immediately undex 
* Tie was the generily of N;Conformits, xx is oh- 
was t injon g Cor Wis, as is © 
ſerved by one bo nao cop the Name of the reſt, as alſo by 
Sermon at B. Downam, © They ( thatis the N. C:") tay, thatevery Pariſh 
Lanvih,p. 5: © by Right, hath ſufficient Aathoricy within it (elf, immediate- 
< ly derived from Chriſt, for the Government of 'it (elf in all 
<« Cauſes Ecclefiaftical. Tothe Pariſhional Presbytery contifſtin 
< of their Pariſh-Biſhop and his Elders, theydoaſcribe thac fut- 
< ficient, immediate, and independent Authority for Eccleſiaſtical 
< Government for every proper viſible Church. | 
That Independency of Churches was aſſerted (by thoſe learned 
men of a former Kos ) in relation only -to a ſuperior Church- 
power properly ſpiritual, and ſuch as is claimed jure divine 3 and 
not in relation to that Eccleſiaſtical Power which is in, or exerci- 
fed from, the Civil Magiſtrate. Some of them have thus deſcri- 
bed a particular Church; Its a Body Politick, ſpiritually ——__ 
dent, or independent in relation to a-ſpinitual Superiority :- which 
is expreſſed fully, by him that wrote © Chwureb-Government with - 
the Peoples conſent, pag, 115, © Though we affirm the Church: 
© Government is independent , and immediately "derived from 
« Chriſt 3 yet we affirm alſo, that the Civil Magiſtrate is even 
<« therein ( that is; in Eccleſiaſtical Matters Supreme Governor 
< civilly. And though nothing may be impoſed on the Chriſtian 
* Churches againſt their Will, by any ſpiritwal Authority (. for 
<« ſo only we intend ) yet we afhrm withall, that the Civil Ma- 
© piſtrate may impoſe on them ſpiritual Matters , by Civil 
© Power, yea, whether they like or diſlike, if ig be good im 
< his Eyes, that is, if he judge it within his Commithon from 
<* God. 
And 


©. C4) 
And fuch an Independency hath been, pleaded for alſo ar» 
gued by them) to be much. more confiftent with His Majefties Su- 
premacy ,* thany.a DEPENDENCY or Subordination of - 
. ches, to any ſpiritual Power, And it was their profeſſed Judg- 
ments, That no External Power ought to be cxerciſed.in ſpiri- 
tual Matters, any where ( within that ſpace betwixt a particular 
Congregation inſtituted by Chrilt, and the Catholick.. Viſible 
Church ) by any-perſon but the Civil Magiſtrate, or by his Ap- 
pointment. | | 
Take their own Words. 
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<« Dominions, and: ought” to employ fit perſons to 
* overſee the Churchcs in. tNeir ſeveral i x" 04; Ah 


«© and puniſhing whatſoever is amiſs.in 
Mr. Bradſhew in the Unreaſanable on ». 4gai 
Fobnſon, writes thus : It's therr princi nour ( ſpeaking of 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops ) to be Cinmfonr and Viſitors in Can- 

ſes Eccleſiaſtical under the King, the P 

Provinces and Digceſſes. In his Anſwer to on's firſt Reaſon - 
And in -tiis Anſwer . to his ſe He queſtions him thus : 
1. * Whether the Supreme Magiſtrate hath not Power to overſee 
& overn all the {everal Churches within his Dominion, yea, 
« whether he be not bound ſo todo. 2, Whether for his further 
« help and aſliſtance- herein, 'he may not make choice of grave, 
« learned, and reverent men, to afhſt him in the ſame Govern- 
<« rhent. 3 Whether by vertue of his Power theſc perſons thus 
« called, to. afliſt the Supreme Magiftfate, . may not lawfully try 
« the Gifts of Miniſters within his Dominions, convent them be- 
<« fore them, examine how they have behaved themfelves in their 
< places, and puniſh the blame-worthy. 


In a Petition alſo to King James for Tolleration, © That. your 

« Highneſs would afford us, and affign to us ſome perigns gua- 
& lificd with Wiſdom, Learning and Vertue, to be under. your 
G 2 * High» 
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* Highneſs our Over orderly 

SJ ASAT carriage 'of © ves, borh ip our worthiping God, 
 *andinall Ne ec Aﬀairs, at your pteafure.” To whom with 
21! Rcadinefs and Subjecion we are willing to be accomptable 
© and arifwerables always. | 


'T 


The opinions of Jearned* men about Church Matters" Go- 


vernment eſpecially) were collected together, in a Treatiſe which 
was put into Latin by Dr.- Amer, Fa, in at Epiſtle of his pre- 
tx<d; agvouched by him (who was a mawmuch fudied in tho 

Controvertics) to'bethe Judgmenc of Carne 
Whitakgr; Raindlds., Perkins , Brightman , ani hoſe that were 
moze Ancient-: by: Tyndal , Rogers, Braaford , Gilby, 
Fox, Moore, Dearing, \Noel, 'Greenbam, Dagmataiſta, &c. Theſe 
Tenents (faith te) were- cither warden or ſoconjundt 
with them, as not to be denied, theirs. © Chrit Jeſs (Faith the 
Author) bath nat» ſaibjetted any Church or Cogrigation of bis 10 any 
other © Superior Ectlefiaſtical Furiſdiftion , than unto that which 'is 
within it felf = the Civil Magiftngte #lone upon Es th, bath power 
ty puniſh a whole Church or. Congregation , "Cap. 2,S. 3, and 
wore fully-in. $. 1.2. , © They hold and believe" (faith he) that 
« the Eqzality in Ecclcſiaſtical- Juriſdiction and: Authority , of 
© Churches and Church. Minifters,-is no more derogatory and re- 
< pugnant to the State and Glory of a Monarch; than the parity 
* or equality of School-maſters of ſeveral Schools, or Maſters of 
«ſcveral Families. © Yea, they hold+the clean contrary, that In- 


Fenner, Fulk, 


< cqxality of Churches-and Church Officers in Eccleſialtical Juris- 


« diRion and Authority , was "thit principally. that advanced 
« Antichriit unto his Throne, and brought the Kipgs and Pringes 
© of the Earth unto ſuch vaſſalage under him. Kod that Me 
« Civil Authority, and Glory of Seeular Prirces and States, bat?: 
< ever decayed and withered, the more that Ecclehaſtical Qflicers 
« of the Church, have- bggn advanced and {ct -up in Authority 
* beyond the limits and contines, thar Chriſt im his Word hath 
+ preſcribed unto them.” And in Cap. 6, $.6; They are faid to 
deny a principal part of the Kings Supzemacy, that hold any Juris- 
diction or Offices over Churches jure divino, and nat by the will 

and pleaſare of the King and Civil .'q "tes of the Realm. : 
And from what is (aid, cap. 5. $12. It is evident that this 
way is as little prejudicial to the Subjedts Liberty: For" its ex- 
prcily there ſaid, If any Member of a Conzr:gation being unden-a 
crime, 
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bit only the Civil Magiſtrate, Pareitr,; or #7, See. So the 2s 
perſons are free ( otherwiſe than trom' conſcience*of duty } to. 
joyn with theſe Aſſemblies, {> alſo to lrave them, ' vemaining al- 
ways under the Magiſtrates Eccleſiaſtical powerand Gaze. * . 
| SQ © Coogee. 4 the WE tf 

I have made this Digrefſion, not / only. for the "matters; 

which is very ſutable to our preſent Gabe 7 


etended. This of the equality of Churches,und 1er 
Aemdeity (from which we wh IT | 
to be the worſt of our Tenents: Yet it appears 
but what the reverend and learned of a former-age lane; 
ted, Nor dv | know any other of their opinions-ori pratices, 
but may as cafily be remonfirated; to be the aſſertions of choſe 
holy men- Novyſecondly,” inconfiftent with civil: { br 
with gheir Power'in Ecelcliaſticdl Aﬀaits. And as a furt i= 
mony hereof, they take the Oaths both of Allegeance amd Swpre- 
macy. Profeſſedly aſſent alſo to '* All the Articles of Religion 
* which concem onlythe Confeffion of -the trueCheiſtian Faith, 
< 2nd the Dorinof the Sacraments ; compriſedin a'Bookeenti- 
* tuled, Articles whereupon it nas agreed by the Arch-bifhaps and 
* Biſhops of both Provinces, and 1he whole Clergy in the'Conpocation 
& Amo 1562. fer the avoiding of diverſity of Opinions, and far tbe 
© eſtabliſhing of conſent touching true Religion'; as i«:requized by 
Stat, 13 Eliz. cap. 12. And do humbly hope, living pcaceably 
under his Majeſties Government, . they (hall obtain their ſhare"in 
nat Indulgence his Majeſty praciobufly purpoſed toſhew-to-fuch 
*erfons, as throvgh want of full facisfaQion, differ m-{maller 
matters from the preſent Eftabliſhmenr, = 


"A tourth Pareicular,-which ariſeth-from .the former, .is this. , ;, 2... 


Families being nor ſubordinare one eomanother , they cannot 
alſociate or unite irito arylarge or great Body z arid "therefore 
do, 2nd may more &dnveniently retain their Government: (though 
it be pecx/iar and diſtin) in any Common-wcealkhs ofiwhat farm 
ſoever, without prejudice to " Peace and Weltare of it. © So is 
it with Churches, their Stateand Government { as it is appoin- 
ted by Chriſt). is ſuch, as is confiltent with , and no-preudice 
unto any civil Powers under whom they are ſituated. And that 


vpon 


as. es 


Cg6) * 
upon this account principally ; Having no Dependency in Ref 
of Power or Juriſdiction one on another, they cannot in their 
own Sphere enlarge themſelves by Subordinations , to a political 
Body of any ſuch Extenſion and Greatneſs, as may render their 
Obedicnce or Compliance more doubtful or uncertain. It is 
matter of Jcalouſie with Princes and States, when there is in 
their Dominions a Body, large and extenſive, firmly joyned arid 
col in it ſclf, of en intereſt pectliar and not holding of them. 
Particular Churches are of a ſmall compaſs, ſometimes compre- 
hended in One, ordinarily but of a few Families. So that in this 
xeſpe& , though their Intereſt and Government be peculiar, 
they may retain it, and for ſubſtance the ſame_(as Families do) 

throughout the World. Which will further-appear in the fol 

lowing Confiderations. COPIES 

wy 4 is granted on all hands, That the Lord hath limited his 
Church to a Government which is perpetual, and for ſubſtance 
to be the ſame in all places. As alſo that the Nations, from 
their Civil Government variouſly, ant as they judge mofi 
prudent, 

2, Since the Wall. of partzties by Chriſts Death was broken 
down: The Goſpel and Chriſtian Churches were by Chriſts 
commiſſion to be planted in all parts of the World. It ſtands 
therefore with common reaſon, that the Church Government 
Chriſt bath left us, is of that Nature , as without any ſubftan- 
tial Alteration may comply with, and notbeprejudicial to, any 
Civil Government. | 

3. If particular Churches by Union become one body, for ex- 
tention as large as the Civil State, There will hardly be a duc 
and peaceable accord, and each enjoy its priviledgeand Liberties 
without prejudice to the other 3 unleſs theſe two great bodies 
be moulded and formed one with reſpe& unto the other, The 
policy therefore of the Nation and the National Church of the 
Jewes, were both reſpeQtively formed by the Lord himſelf, 

4. Hence this opinion of Statesr-men, that there is no ferm 
of Church Government left by Chriſt , or his Apoſtles 3 but tov» 
be moulded by the wiſdom and diſcretion of Chriſtian Magi. 
ſiratcs, as may beſt ſute and joynt in with the Civil Government. 
And of others the contrary, © The Commonwealth (faith one) 
* mutt be made toagree with the Church, and the Government, 
<« thercof with her Cuvcroment : for as the Heoje is before the 
Hangings, 


©. Hangings, therefore the which came after, muſh be 
<« framed to the Houſe which was : ſo the Church 


+ cial Furedivino, but leave ſuch pint days, the Gr eg 
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* before there was any Commonwealth, and the 

after, muſt be faſhioned and _ 
«a : We need none 
is this, Let not the Churc 


fixate , and be numbred with thoſe leſſer 
Cities, Colledges, &c. Fax theſe do retain 
the ſame form of Government and Freedom therela ys 
the World. 

5. It isnot ſo much. a different Form of Government : For in 
each Republick there are contained leſſer Societies of all Forms 3 
but their Extention and Potency in numerouſneſs of Perſons, by 
which they are made up. Nor from this Princi , but the na- 
ture of their Union and Incorporation begets the Jealoufies. ——_— 
cular Churches become Dioceſan, Provincial, or Nations! by Union 
from the Law, or Direction of the Civil te, for the berter © 
exerciſe of that Eccleſiaſtical INE t - yo. hath infruſted 
him with, and conveniency of ſuch perſons as | appoint to in- 
ſped the Churches 3 in ſuch a caſe the Greatneſs of Churches car» 
not be diſturbent ro the Civil Government, being ſo direly un- 


*, oy 


der its cognizance. The Common-weslth (faith one) containeth all the Holy Commen- 
people in a whole Nation or mere, united in one Soveraign, but wealth, R. B. 
cular Churches ( diftinft from the univerſal united in Chrift) bave wt 2.220. 


general Eccleſiaſtical Officers, in whom a Nation muſt Unite «s one 
Church. How then become they to be termed a National Church? 
Anf. As ſeveral Corporations in one Kingdom, or as Jo many Schools 
that bave a peculiar form of Government, but ſuch rigs as is under 
(and united in) the iſtrates Government in its If this 
ſhould be daimed as the Law. or Priviledge of each Family, that 
the Governors, be it the Father, or Husband, qr Maſter, are 
thereby inveſted by Nature with the ſame Power, in in reſpect to 
all Families in a Nation; and by: ſeveral Cortreſpondenaes and 
Subordinations raiſe, and Vnize themſelves at laſt into 2 general 
Aſſembly or Repreſentative. And by Vertiieof that \- Or 
Authority give Laws to the whole Nation, thotighno as their 
S uhjes 3 y6t to the ſame-perſons under anothey , that'is, 
as Wives, Children, Servants. There is no well i. hk State 
could entertain ſuch a ſpreading intereſt as this, without great 


doubt- 
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doubrfulneſs, left their Auchority and Suprematy, ſhould hexeby = 
heinch Babs.” - os, os RR Cos 
(6, But-@ particular Church confiſtivg only of a few perſqus * 
in it ſelf, an independent on others; is-necctfitated to depend, 
under God; upory the Magiltrate econ. Which it they 
ſhould nog obtain, but be oppoſed and perſecuted 3 yethave no 
ability-t6-refift, beingias a Family fingle and alonc, rot able to- 
defend it ſelfor moleſothers.-. Nor jt they wereable, is it lawful 
for «Church co compel by the. Sword amore than the. Magiftrate 
2 Chr01. 26. riiay by the Reyes, or what is peculiar to che facred Fun&tion. Uzzs 
Maith. 16.19: erred in-the latter, and -Peter in. the former... The primitive rute. 
with 24, 25: and practicewas-this,. being perſecuted in one/ City to fly inta another, 
Math, 10.23. and pray: that heir flight may not be in tbe Winter.” No nor do we * 
24+ 20. judg chat theſe (piricual weapons (the Keyes or Ceaſares) may | 
lawfully by a Church, of any Eccleftiz(iical- Aſſembly be threacned, 
or drawn forth;againſt a whole Nationy andthe chicf Govemors 
thereof, to urge or compel, <{pccially m State oncermment_ as 
the Pope and ſome others have done) though it be truly in ordine 
ad ſfpiritnalia, | ; | 
Tit $. Inſlanee, The ttch Iiftance Or particular is this, A Family of all Corpo- 
rations.or Secictics, & the Jowclt {pecics'or kind, it's- Conſociatio 
ſunplex & prima, and! hath che lealt of-porp' or fiate ih the Go+ 
verntncnt of- it. Cottages re bvile Jow:, Palaces with"many 
ſtories one above another, Thoſe great anid extenſive Bodies 
Empires and Kingdoms, repreſent in their Gevertment morc-ade- 
" quatly the myſtical Church, in reſpe& to Jeſus Chrilt whois their 
King and Lawgiver, whole Kingdom is with Pow Glory, 
a Power thatis truly Imperial and Princely, having Officers -un- 
der him. ( his'Kingdom- reaching © to the utmoſt ends of rhe 
Earth) -whoin bis name command reward, and puniſh. But Par- 
ticular Churthes as Goutimed by his Miniſters), have theiy por- 
portion rather with the meanecſt and loweſt Societies of men: - 
The Scripture feems.'to point at more-than a fimilictude and 
likeneſs betwixt a Family and Church, in the managing of 'af- 
fairs 3 1 mean in the general, and what is it not detertnined by 
expreſs loſtitution. Part ſpeaking. to Timothy about Church 
affairs, mentioneth their expcrtneſs 13 Governing a Family,as a 
good preparative or qualitcatien : for Chxrch adminiftrations. 
1 Tin. 3. 5- And this is not only Negative!y, if a man know not how torule bis 
own houſe, bow ſhall be take care over the Church of God,” But af- 
. karmatively, | 


a 
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 Ermnativel things I writ , that thou mayeſt 
gbn Rev ty in the bouſe of God, FT. 
the living Gbd, nce is full. in thoſe words, 
the living God, yet it is added the bowſe of God, purpoſed ag it 
; were to carry the Eye back to what was written, ver. 5, which 
_ thewetrh chat there is « t affinity, betwixt our Holiſes and the 
Houſhold of God. Ina Fathers Governing bis Children (faith onc) 
there is a lirely reſemblance of ſuch Duties of Government, which be 
6:40 difpente towards the Church, There is nothing enjoyned ,' the 
iter as a F ather of Children, which belongeth got to him as be is 8 
Piritnal Father of the Children of God. _ &. 
On the hand, it may be obſerved, this queſtion heing a- 


mongſt the Apoſtles, who or which of «s ſhall be the in the 1,446, 18, 1: 


Kingdom of Heaven ? upon ſappolition (the Church being ter- 
=y a Kingdom) there w places of State, and | 
dignity in it, as ate.in the Kingdoms of the World... Chrict Ag- 
. ſwers : There ſhall be no ſuch thing, no prigiacy in one Apoſtle 
over another, no» the of pen fog the leaft, and the firſt 
ſhall be the laſt, Though a JurigdiQtion and power truly Imperial, 
abſolute, and cqual to any of the Kings of the Gemiles, belongs to 
me, and1 exerciſe it in thoſe ſpirſtual adminiſizations, yet no 
ſuch dignity may be aſſumed by you, Jus 9x *705. Luke 22,25, 

1. When the Scripture ſpeaks of prion Chap under 
the notion f a Family or Houthold , *Government. or Ruling is 
mentioned as that wherein the. ſimilitude or proportion is moſt 
perſpicugus and clear, as hath been ſhewed : But ſpeaking here 
of a Chuch under this expreſſion, s Me 4p how purpoſely are 
wetautioned againſt an imitation in Rule and Authority? . 

2. We may further obſerve that Ambition after greatneſs in 
thoſe that manage theſe great thing? is an infirmity almoſt, un- 
avoidable. For if... 1. Such perſons, the holieft men on the 
earth, thcy who had forſaken all to follow Chriſt-. _ 2. And theſe 
fo often relapſe into this folly after they had been reduced from 
it by Chrift. © 3. And at ſuch times, immediatly after Chiiſt 
had minded them of his Death, and that ane of them ſhould be+ 
tray bim, when alſo they had newly been at the Communion 


Lube 22. 21, 
with him : What great cauſe is there that every man be very _ 19. 
jealous of his own heart ? with 24- 


3, It is. not uncvident alſo from the Diſciples. often Diſputes 
about their greatneſs; that moſt of our,controverſies and. cony 
| H ccntions 
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Hoſe 8. 12: 
1 Pet. I. 4 


Matth. 20.18, 
Os» 


ins © AEM po ka 
tentiots about Church Government 


found to ariſe from hence, namely: an oe: | 7 


much upon the loft fate of a Kingdom as our pattern in 


rather than that familiar and bumble way 7, 


For indced this was the only breaqh. and conteſt that we * 


. =e of, arnongſt rhoſe holy Men, the Diſciples of Chaiſt, 

4- And where ſuch differences arc , oRoy ens v8 
found more difficult , becauſe where the mind 
grentocl weare very dull and flow in codrandg hat 

be ſpoken ( ooh from Poa boommy Ma 
thoſe thoughts 3 as appears allo in that bh Be. 32, 

A ee I are hes heen tempted into 
ſuch an Error, or make this queſtion, bio or which of us ſhall 
be the greateſt ? that is, have « paternal power. over other Pa- 
rents and their Families, &'c. And had the Dilciples looked up- 
on Minifterial power under fo low and humble a notion as what 
is Fronomical, wv nd foln wal never ETON it con- 

ous, that they ſhould ye ap PFOnene power over the other 

P 4mm Hoe P; fefellit, 8&c. (faith Cartw.) This deceived 

n ar me 47, wry pagees. throughout after the formof worldly * Em- 

en, ThePope bs i as the Emperor bimſolft the Cardinals as bis 

forman illam Deligates or Repreſentative , the nb & the Governors of 

magna part! Provinces, &c. Heiice John calls the yy of Rome, the Image 

—_— of: of the Beaft, the Vizardl of the Roman 

_ For further confirmation of this fif -actibtls or Inſtance, 
let it be conſidered ,- how ſeldom and ſparingly a particular 
Church in the N.T. is termed a Kingdom. Although 1. roy 4 
vernment be derived as aBranchof Chriſts Kingly Office. 
Church Ordinances are the moſt'effeQtual means by which he 
exerciſeth his ſpiritual Soveraignty in each wans foul. 3, His 
Myftical Kingdom on earth, thus by parcels, cones to be. whol- 


ly under an' external ſpiritual regiment , and 4. His Church 
when National was managed in the Glory and State of a King- 
dom. Yet ONES theſe leading occaſions, how 


ſparingly, and not without ſpecial Caution is a particular Chuzch 
thas termed ? Whereas not only the Society, but the Govern» 
ment. Officers, Ordinances, Cenlures,and ot r Church matters, 
are univerſally and frequently delivered unto us by Chaift and 
his Apoſiles, in terms apt to mind us of this Jow. and humble 
policy. To giveſore Inftances thereof, 
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There were thoſe in Corinth raiſed mach above.cheix level ( 


H 2 


- 


TOE* DE . 
x £0. y att heigfit.to «juſt ballance, " ar] fetscgowr 
they may value themſclyes, 1 Cor. 4.7, L#"s min ſo 


%. 


b-4/ as of the Miniſters of Chrift Stewards of the ie) God G E 
4+ Diſcipline and Cenſizres, the Keyeg that and ſhit”; this * 


e O 

expreſhon hath its referenee to a Houſe or City nifi'pro Ty. 
And-in_ the firſt place, ' particularly the. Cenſurt po; Ledant'Þ 
cation, Which is as the purging owt of pn yo 11 Cor. 5/9, 


13. this was dope by a « | a ent ſearch into ever 
er of the houſe. _ So ro rn peripa, ke Cath 
is caſt out of the. Family, and droven from the preſence of 


With ſucha one not toeat, is all one with holding him as a Hea- 

then and Publican. This Cenfure is temed a Rod, jeff ©&; 2s the 
zh. 6.9, Cont&ion of out Children is rernied -w/7% Diſcipline; (ee Beze. 
2 C0r.-12+ 14 The Ks xa being not inns, threaten the | 'thar' is 

to cenſure in a Diſcipline way, cap. 13.- 1. In the month" of two 
or three Witneſſes, &c. compared with Matth, 18. And then werſc2. 
If I come again 1 will not ſpars, which is the "fame with ' Cor. 
4. 21. Shall T come with 4 Rod? | S SALE 

The fixth Inſtance : As the Government of a Family is Tow'and 
humble, fo it. is carricd on in the qoſt familiar and affeRionace 
way 3 there is cat 6 and daily converſe with our Gover- 
gours. Inftruttion and on are:much ſweetned'from that Fa- 
therly care and AﬀecRtion, we have experienced in aber deali 
It is thus with Churches 3 though the Power oe exerciſed, 
ſome way coercive, yet brotherly, and ſubmitted-unto with much 
Reverence, being adminiſtred by thoſe we love, honour, andde- 
pend upon, as Spiritual Fathers. © -Ecclefiaſtical-Porper- ( faith-our | 
Brethren of Scotland) 5s indeed frrnifſhed with Authirity, yet "tþat 
Authority is rather the Fatherly, than the Kingly 4uthorny. 

We have ſaid that neither the cenfures of the Church, nor 
of civil Magiſtrate , morally work upon us farther 'than 'we 
work upon our ſelves, Yet there is this difference, the 'weape 
of the one being camal, affeQ- the ſenſes, and by them the 
mind coming, in upon it more ſuddenly and ftrongly. ' Sexſe and 
Appetite have now a broad, ready, and "more dire&t way*to 
the Soul than Resſen. But Church-cenſures touch: us'nor, or 
very little in any Bodily concernment. So that nothing comes 
in upon us any way, but what we our” ſelves-are "willing to 
tein. It is a great advantage therefore, "and much*to our 
Edification , that the perſons who deal” with: us "in futh 

| a way 


Exod. 12, 


The 6 Inſtance. 


Prop. to the 
Gen. Aſſem. 
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Oo ara, rr dr gocn : 26, 
ne arvindced by a (weet-and. arcraQive Bait; to, rakee'ovr 
© pres Fpwrgs 1 1m rn er heLord, 


in ,.or C 
or oxght to be from thoſe that 


(pirirualComforts: the Alulers 
bang ; We: abetihand Finch Beto che 
Apoſtle) and Lenryom & tm, « Fake db by Chi 
dren. Paul can them, and with greater A 


in theix own hearts who have had experience, how in 
way; lg darts! The ite je Ot Travels as-it wete 


elves ut? 's 
EEE EnEGES 
— them and 


ſuck}-45 Faſt, andPra jew! nor 
and Rejoyce, being fuke4e _ aol) Gems 


of the Lord, : te intra} whtes GS - 
the hand of Chiiſt. © © 
This cannot be where the Paſtoral or Miniſterial Work is divi- 
ded, and: the Keyr of the Church hang-apart. Thoſe that-in- 
ſtruct us nor, may, are Strengers 20 18, Rude over w 3 Rebiikes and 
Chaſtiſements' in this ſpiricuabway,are from thoſ&whoſe Ficts 
we'never ſaw, or know ſo muchas by-namÞ®; _1t's triie; we my 
argue thus, They are: ſtrangers, expect no favour therefore, or 

mercy from them, it you offend: this procures Obedience indeed, 
bot it'is'in a ſex vile way, The op_ of Chrift is; that” as-our 
Sabmiſfion to himſelf, ſo to his Miniſters (who:evto inCenfures 
at 


<b her 


Mat. 24.45. 


DTC SUS 


Pag.45,45- 


pt) be ain, laced drown has 


as the Prev 

E 

as was —_ beforc. £6 IN ths 

declared, That tbe Arehbihops, Biſhop, Arcbilbeen) ot 

elefiaftical Perſons, haue no manner of Eccleſiaſtical Puriſdifhion, but 

by, from, aud #der-the King's Royal Majefty. By the _ 
(e 


= > the : 
? pad wh > ik 
yy 1640. That 1. All pgwer to £5 pun con- 


treat, debate, an: lAutatty #6 $6 for N 
BEGINS ns EDT 
Chaiicellors, gud Fog cam 
jclty of His ſpecial Er and. by virtue Tae 
Supreme Authority in Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes.. | And P _ $ 
having treated of, concluded and agreed upon Canons, Orders, &c, 
To; the end; and purpoſe by His Majclty limited 
unto them, they are to offer and preſent the*ſame * eh 
+ 


W Wailing : He, »pon maiure confideration t ahen ther 


Ps 


any Biſhop or Bi 


Field , Of. 8... | | | 
' -—_ _s 5s - rar 5; we | 
5 aſtical matters- 32, 
nth port Hen. 8. So Fee pf: it of aS -ke 
minare, & au- and 
ja cat's - the ſtrat i Get *y RTE "44 
» Lamang i: 70 ws, fai t e | 
06 Maran fiaſtice; and another ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Laws as now are -in force, are 
bu juſmod; In- called the Ring, $ Ecclefiaſtical Laws, for thay no all Fariſdiftion, 
dicenic ſubdi- whether is; be al or tal, is the 1 00 if there 
tis quos ido- he 7 any thing difficult ot in theſe pretati- 
\ MOOR on is ulfiiniately to beagle in the Sn Jodcatire "Vo Cook's 
de Pol. Tab. Inftit. pag. 4. cap. 74+ alſois- che laſt role to be 
I. & made, and Delegates OED ul ye tmal Determination 
* De Ju. Ec- jn Controverſies, after yo RU I by Lan oy Canons in 
F562: jv any Yea, the higheſt of t Ultima Ap- 
wh: pellatio fit ad Pri & non extra gm, Dy Coſen, -and 


VIEW, . 

Ny: HH tells us.it is a Jurildition Caronz Regie de Fore 

25Hen.8-c.21, 4. The King's Majeſty may liſpenſ wi py thoſe Canons | 
or. Eccletiaſtical Laws, indulge the Oenilſon 0 | what is enjoined 
by them, make” void the Coe d remove the Penalty'incurred 
| by breach of them, yea, and give Facultyto'ds or praQiiſe other- 
- wiſe, any Synodical Eſiabl t or long uſage to the contrary 
fotwithitanding, i in what offends not the Ht £iripter and Laws 
of God. 

.% 5. The King may exempt Poon and Societies fromthe Juriſ- 

' Aiftion of the Ordinary or Biſhvp, or any &lfe-who ate/to'execure 


De Turt Exel theſe Canons. This my Lord Coke afferts, and 2s/a FO 


appare iythe tary Sevtuten and Laws of 
Swearing, 


ACE > Phetin is called.chere is expreſiy 
them the Conſiderations of what conceepeththe 
Church as the Kingdoms of England. 


There hath been alſo Tnjwnifions, Declarations, 
Proclamations, and the-like Edits publiſhed in Eccleſiaſtical Mar- 
ers, 


— - 


ters, from time te time by our. Princes, without Li . )-4 
'advi Git» So: Ad Obadicnhuh dew egul 
unto Precepty, by the Ordinary in' each ; as 
well- as to. the Canons, and Eccleſiaſtical Laws made by 
Synods.. bo. Ep 4 
The Dependency therefore of Synods and Convocations y 
the Civil Magiſtrate, according to the Conkicution and Prattice 
here in England, is very great and ap : For, 9+; 


FE They can make no Canon, - or Eccleſialtical Law, withour 4 
"the Civil Magiſtrate , but he can and may without * 
- IE None of their Laws, though ever ſo Ancient, but may be 
revoked by a Parliament; but the Rubricks, or Eccle- 
- faſtical Laws cltabliſhed by it, may not begnedled with 
; by the Convocation. BN Ih | 


I ſhatl conclude with B. Riſa, who kn a Natuic 
and Occ.{ion of -Sy as they are inthi om, very fully, 
and indeed much as they ought to be whereſoever they arc called;. * 
his words are theſe : | 


* With us noSynods may aſſemble without the Prince's War- 
© rant, as well to meet as toconſult of any matter touching. the |: 
' < ſtate of this Realm : And why ?: They be no Court ſeparate | 
< from the Prince, nor - ſuperior. to the Prince, but ſubjeced. in 
< 21] things to the Prince, and appointed by the Laws of God- 
< and man, in Truth and Godlineſs,. to afſift and dire thePrince 
<« when and where they ſhall be calcd -to afſemble 3 otherwiſe 
< they have no powerof thetnſelves to make Deerees, when there 
< is a Chrittian Magilirate,neither may they challenge the judicial ; 
< hearing or ending of Eccleſiaſtical Controverlies without or 
<« againſt thePrince's liking, | 


It appears: evidently. hereby , that in. the Judgment of, the 
Learned Author, Synods, in. their Nature and Uſe, are not for 
Rule and Government ,, where there is a Chriſtian Magiſtrate 3 
or otherwiſe than as Adſiſtants. only to counſel and adviſe, 


Him. 
The: 


The Authors of this per{waion argue thus. 


(39) 
| Reformed Churches claim a 
$f » from an intrinfick right received i from 1b. 2. 5 13+ 
Chriſt, as Miniſters. of the Goſpel. There 00 expreſs 4//s 4G, of Ge 
iptures to uphold: this Aﬀertion, and the light-of Nature and /{/*"%: before 
common reaſon being ſuppoſed ſufficient to create a jus divinzm, aq od 
g<f4 ELLIS * "Fas divinus 

m4 » byin- Veg mans, cape 
| urtdſu- 3- 
be {uch an order 


= «© 
< be regular Appeals in like Gaſes, An wx Tin 7 
Ct var 6%, es rey 6: hal | cranfs mbl " 
* - there .is no 'ordinary-Remedy., - The Provifion Chriſt 3% 
<f Ry Boveranias Io bix Cock | found de-"eh 54 
ive: For though there be a Remedy | rrringged 
« yet for a Church offending, there is none, if there: be not a © P46 <4p- 
© ſuperior Church or Ecclefiatiicat Powers to appeal unto.. - . Affertion bf the 
Leaving wholly-what they  retend from Scriptures : I hal} exa- Gre fon 
mine this only theit Reaſoning from common light, it being more by G. Gilleſpie, 


ſuitable to our preſent fubje&; and in the general lay, + part 2+ cap. 4 

1. In the Myfterjes of. the Goſpel (from which by their own Aafw. 1 

conceſſions, Church-communion'/and Diſcipline is fot to be exs © 
cluded any more. than Preaching or the Sacraments)-It-is/ very 
unſafe to make thedim Eye of Reaſon our Guide. . Ofwhat ad- 
vantage ſuch ſuppcfitions: have been, in producing Arminianiſm, 
Socinianiſm, Platoniſm, 8c. but eſpecially of the many groſs Er- 
rors and loathſom Superſtitions.in Popiſh Worſhip: we cannot 
be ignorant. | . 
2. An Appeal (as underſtood in this diſpute, . and ordinarily by 
Crvilians) 1s @ provocation” to a ſuperior Tribunal, upon the error or 
wrong done- by an Inferior. Such an Appeal is not effential to-Go- 
vernment, unleſs-we can ſuppoſe a progreſs in infinitum-: Nor 
is there a defe& in that Government. where-it cannot be had. 
Some Societies are 1, Solow and little in compaſs, as they need 
not ſuch Appeals. A Familyis a compleat -Society or Corporati- 
ons. though there be not a Superior in the ſame kind, that is, an 
Economical power to appeal unto 3 ſo may a Church be, though 
not a. Superior in a. feries, -properly. Spiritual ox Ecclefiaſtical. 
2, Others ſo High. It there be an Error or Wrong done in or 
by a general Aſſembly or National 6 F0 ( ſuppoſed gn the ex- 
2 erciſle 


Anſw. 2. 


- — 
— 


—w 


(6) 


gue » the exciſe of power of greateſt perfe&ion ) oektus Wes ty 
"ora, Faroe _ therefore they texm'their C 
£4000 47 - x an Independent. If eden +rgh © > 
pt, 2, 9- —_ may w_—_ from it to an Oecumenical Councel. Anſw. Theſe 
-ſo their Dt- oxeat Councels have erred, and may, and what then is the Reme- 
clrtin <., dy, r furthgy Proviſion? To what Ecclefiical Tribunal Supe- 
Petition. P10. TIO0r can'we-appeal from them ? | 
Anſw., 3 Toanſw@more particularly: This Reaſoning being grounded 
upon a Similitude betwixt the Miniſterial Government of Chrift, 
and the Political Government of Kingdoms, we fay there is not 
Par ratio, and therefore no juſt conſequence. wn rpg will 


appear in divers Particulars. 
1. - In their Natures, as Civil and ns In this 
Diſparity: the Difference.is {0 great 'as Conneels Cafuiſtc, 
all grant Appeals in Civil Aﬀairs : yet in 


Fidetur — ordinary uſe of them is ſo conſtantly a ol ney denied,” as it 
areqptum: inter | is an Axiom, ſaith One, That in Religious , . the Voice of Ap- 
- probes Religio- Pealing is not to be beard or mentioned. ht in the ſame Chaprer 
fos Appelatio- he gives us the Reaſons of itin theſe ”_— ; Seb ne dies ang cor- 
Is VOcem die rectionibus que juxta di ciplinam rel am haberet A 
py wn " pellatio & Pri ago 4 I Provinciali ad Gtheralem, 
fe,s Tom. 4. magna ſe perturbatio, &- diſciplina religioſa fine dubio corrue- 
pag. 99. ret, &c. © In ordinary Cenſures, and ſuch as are according'to' a | 
> Religious Diſcipline, if Appeals ſhould be made from the Prior 
< to the Provincial, and: from the Provincial to*the General, it 1 
* would breed a great-Difturbance, and be doubtleſs the Ruine | 
« of Religious Diſcipline: For, 1. Inferiour Governours would 
_ ® quickly be deſpiſed, and have little Reverence or Fean 2. By I 
* {uch a dilatory way, opportunity will be given by Friends , 'or | 
© under-hand- working, to prevent any Religious Diſcipline, It is 
& © therefore expedient for the good of woe en that there be a 
* more fimple way of procedure in thefe ſpiritual Corrections, 
<* and that it be without any kind of Appellation Thus far 
Soto de Tuft Sxarez.. And othersof them alſo tell us, That in a voluntary and 
lik. 54. 6. art. Protherly Society, it's more comely and honourable to end Offences 
and Differences in a private and peaccable way , amongſt them- 
ſelves, and within the Society; than by clamorous Appeals , to 
make Matters more publick. It ſhould not be of littk weight 
alſo with us, the Tenderneſs of Chriſt, if it be conſidered, and 
how he would not have Breaches and Offences amongſt Breihren 
to 


. ie managing of Appea 
_ as IN #Church, Ma. 18.-15, 16, 17. where cach ftep and cir- 
curnſtance, in the progreſs from a leſſer to a greater. 


From the different condition of Panſomens in relpett ro R 
ief, if unjuſtly Charch-Cenfures have > 


4 - 
=y 


of Grief or Shame as much to afffius being inno- 


; the Execution of it is equally; 
it in” reſpe& of Life; Liberty, or 


of appeal, is either, 1. For Re- 
lief of-Perſons ſuffering: Or, 2. corrupt Jadpes be cenſu- 
red, and unjuſt Sentences reſcinded. Perſons come to be relieved, 
when by Appeals to Higher Powers there is a berter underftand- 
ing, cither 3 in the Rule and Law 3 or, 2: a more righteous judg- 
ment'in matters of FaR. There are none of theſe Ends or Ulles 
of an Appeal ſo accompliſhable in anEcclefiaſtical Proceſs, as in a 
Civil. 

1. If the Rule be obſcure, a right underſtanding of it may in- 
fallibly be had by appealing in Civil Aﬀairs ; the Supreme Court 
is here on Earth, that made the Rule or Law ; what's determi- 
ned by a Parliament, or ſuch Perfons as are intruſted by it to this 
purpoſe, is to us unqueſtionable. 

But it's otherwiſe in Chxrch Afﬀairs, our Law-giver is'in Hea- 
ven, and cannot in ſuch a forenſical way be appealed unto,rbr hath 
he left any Vicar or Viſible Judge under him, of greater Authori- 


ys , 


Diſparity. . 


_ 


; | (62). BELLS” 5 
P* ty, in-reſpe& of Infallibility, than a particular Charchz. eb 3 
's Tim. 3-15. the gronnd and pillar of truth. The Papiſtr, forme of them'in gre 
and weighty matters ( not otherwiſe )-that are {pixitual,  yiek 
Appeals but it's upon this Suppoſition, that the Cauſe, at-laft, 
will be brought to a Tribunal that is Infallible, Licitwmeſt- (ſai 
Aragon, in 2. P, de Aragon ) -in re grave cuique ' cauſam ſuam' defferre ad -ſedem 
2 4: 69-6 3 Apeſtalicam z, quando vel ex imperitia, vel ex _ 
th. cam qui homines ſunt oc decipi pſſnt, injriam patitar : The Pope 
cannot be deceived, he is morethan-a Mats. ,. | 
2. Matters of FaR, by zeaſon of come to be ſenten» © 
ced ata great diftance from the place the Crime and Of- 
fence licth, which in Worldly.Concernments may with more. 
| Righteouſneſs be done, than in what. isSpiritual;and of Church 
ORIG Ke ates þ-2, th 
1..Tranſgreffions come under a Civi vdgments | as materia 
conlidered,and according to the groſs Ry t-brought to the 
Church, not as Sins ſimple, but as Scandals and Offences; which ' 
is a Conſideration not ſo obvious, but requires good judgment in 
the Witneſſes, as well as in the Judges.  The-Obftenacy alſo , 
Penitency of the Perſon offending, accordingly as Teſtim al 
be.given of either, is a matter to make out, than 
either the Sin it ſelf, or the Scandal. Repentance, Godly Sor- 
row, or the contrary, is the principal ing to be regarded: in 
Church-proceſs. Repentance, I ſay, in truth and fincerity, fo far 
as we can judge in ( a ſecing and not blind-3: charity.. It is not 
only the Paſſion, Sorrow, or Shame, but Godly. Sorrew , which is 
more ſpiritual, and deeper in the heart, and xequireth much and 
particular knowledge of the Perſon, and his temper, and ſuctr as. 
cannot be attained at ka diſtance,but by frequent and familiar Con- 
verſe. To fit in theStool of Repentance, ſtand in a White Sheer, 
or do Penance, ( as it's termed ) theſe are ( as the fruits of the 
fleſh ) manifeſt, and judged of at the greateſt diſtance, it's rot ſo 
Prov. 20. s, deep, as weneed much underſtanding to drew it out, 
2+ The Cenſure, whether binding or looſing, is to be executed 
always by the particular Church where the Offender is a Member; 
thoſe perſons.above all others are to have a particular knowledge 
of his Crime and true Repentance 3 they are to forgive, and con- 
> Cor. 2. 5. firm their love, or otherwiſe, to withdraw trom- him. If THT 
Mat.18.15,17 Brothenwoffend thee, let bim be unto THEE an Heathen, &c. The 
Execution of the Cenſure being by cach Brother of that Church, 
it 


er have of a mans x 


ryal and cognizance whereaf, 
Sen ein whos, 


clefis vera o> 


Jurisdition is derived from them, as appears in the Conſtitution 


of all Kingdoms: But it is not ſo here a particular Church... The ng | | 
Court weare-to Appeal from, hath not its Being or JurisdiQtion, 4545 «ls cor- 
ent3a - 


froma Claftis or Synod 3 * theſe rather derive their Power from reſpond 
it, being Repreſentatives only, as our Brethren have formerly wap ug” 
written. Particular Chuzches, they term Ecclefie prime, and Sy- pee. 13. > 
nods Ecclefie orte., Again, if Synods (as they grant ) exerciſe Parker de Po- 
overChurches a Power only cumulative, not deftrutiive : How can + Eccleſe lib. 
they Excommunicate a Church , ſeeing Excommunication ren- 3 bay Ay-4 
ders a Society as Heathens 'and Publicanr,. which is to-unchurch 52%, 
them, as Mr. Rutherford rightly affirms. churching of as 
2, Although whole Churches may be puniſhed for-male Admi- 9#finate 
niſtraticn by the Civil Magiſtrate, yet may not an Ecelefiaftical Church we 
Power meerly ſuch, do the like, for todeſtroy or fave whole So- * 091 na 
cieties, for the Evilofa major part, or a few perſons, is the Pre- <=2 __ 
rogative of the Lerd himſelf, which he communicates. alſo.in andÞ.222.Ex- 
ſome caſes to Civil Magiſtrates, his Depaties. but. in. no caſe. to Pn *aication 


Churches 3 it being an Authority high and Princely,, and not at _ ho 


all Ing. 
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KY 
all ſatable to ſuch as have only a Miniſtry, andn 
Biſhop Davenant tells us, That as Cenfarve'ir not” to . 
om ng whole Body of the'Church;' for as the Laws forbid to Exconn 
— # Society or Corporation, becauſe it may bappen, rbat that | 
Pee  Hocent may be imanghed in tbe cenſure : nt; Right pry 
#0 exclude whole Churches fromthe Communion of the 
cawſerbis cannot be done without aninjury and: 
| be innocent. What ever formerly of this fatne 
in Synods hath been aſſerted, yer ſince upon_ further. « | 
are told; this fame E of whole Churches is a' 
not known i the Presbyterian Government, warm hood 
Aſſemb.diſputes partienlar perſons in the Churches are Dt. Sor A. 
pag. "180 ſay ſingle perſons 'only-are 'to Levine "rot the' 
Church? Whenas we know the "contending parties'of what con-. 
dition ſoever ,” are Coe inlet ieCſe the” 
Now when matters are brought by Appeal to a ſuper 
the Court Appealed from, is a Party 3 'and \ Sr : 
no higher terms than the pors 
Bat grant |'be-ſo, and that the 
Excommunica- SynolU'be only. particular members: - 
tio ejusq3 de- haveſſuch a"'remedy as in CivilSeates;' for AppeatevE this Nature 
_— Pf arcnot to be made to any; but perſons inveſted with" ſuch a 
ines Is power, as may ſuſpend , or make void in'part; "or in'whole, -che 
tan, eft nulla. power of that Court by whom the wrong hath been .done and 
bra 2. $3- Appealed from, as hath been ſhewed. 
2, If there be no Power in a Synod, of fch» pepion fi 
perior to a Church, as to cenſure — —— — 
Suſpenſion at leaſt : Then will the of this Church, by 
admitting ſuch Appeals , be neceffarily uunders vw 6 1-5 1 
diction not ſubordinate, which tends "dads y 
imaginable: For if the. Synod and the Charch -intheir Light and 7* 
Apprehenfions vary about the-condition of an Offender, -one of 
them may in Conſcience be bound to juſtify whom the other con- 
_— 

. There is no ſupply of a ſuppoſed Defed , or Addition of 
hat was not before, for if their ſuperior powers Excommuni-. 
cate particular Members only and not the whole Church: Fhis 
is nothing more than each particular Church hath power to do. 


And itis as, mach an Ordinance of Chriſt, where two or three, J 
that : 


yay thy 


- 
1 f 
* 


"Ta > 


rothis or ani « D r==a 
that Excommunicates, not this or t greater 

Ons and this Law is the ſame to all, 

\ Wecome now tobe other partof the Argument, dren from 


of Nature, If Appeals be not, there will be : 
Crt Comes Perſons ave left without ſs frogs 


whole Churches, 
—_— with Suarez in the ſame caſe, Argurantuns oft ( (ſaith De virtare 
he) aims negativeon,, defenſia: ot gems" Or Jotineparer T0 4 Þ: 99+ 


| = oe, 1d ken rnd 
| a Tome Go rote | 


» or by way of Supplicetion > which is a ſufficicnt ze+ 
« ney, and vt hom a and mych more becom- 
«1 we therefore Anſwer 


gs) thus that Author, More particular- 
1. There may be a fafficient de 4 not by Appeals. 
2, There may be Appeals, Afr mand, ag 940 

1. For the firf},, this Addreſs or Reewyſs toothers Suptrior or 


equalzlene for the putring forth any AQ of uriſditionor Corn- 
lfion * interpoſe by way of Perſe, 
of the wronged, Reproving, Threat orin 


Paſtor may deal with any of his us 
between Philemon and Onefimas, Philens, 
verl. 10, I beſceeb thee for Onefimus, Phil. 4 2, 3 \' I beſtech Evo- 
'dias and Syntiche: wes ages foie braich to theChuncka Evee. 
1. Now T beſeech you Brethren that there be no Diviſion. This inter- 
poſition of the Apoftle with he Corineb, was upon the define of 
the Horſe of Clee ver.1 1. There may alſobe more carnet P! 
Reaſonings, Rebukes ; yea openly, and before others. The &s Gal. 2+ 11,146 
3 werecqualin Authority, yet Paxl. did not only Reaſon and Plead 
| with Peter, or ——_ 22 him publickly,and before o- 
| thers. 


Hoſ. 2. 2+ 
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| cas) =) 
"Aft. 16. 20, thers. And inhis dealing with Barnabas, Pants” 
IE er, and yetno Poweror Juriſ{diion exercifed-, or might be" 
one Apoſtle aver another. +. SR 
If-Synods be applyed unto,only for Counſcl and-advieeind 
rencesand difficulr-caſes, it'is a proviſion not to be de! Sc 
ture-light in an inftruQion or reproot is cogent, by whath 
ever adminiſtred, but more eſpecially when in the way of an Or. 
dinance or Appointmentof Chriſt: As are Paſtors; and Synods, 
though intruſted with a Declarative Authority only. - 
Let it be gonfider'd how*the greateſt reformation made-in the * 
Heazts and Lives of mery'and women, is ordinarily by the applica- 
tign of the Word of Godin the Ordinance of Preachings which 
the Inſtruction, Reproofs, &+. of a fingle Miniſter, who hath n 
power to Excommunicate ſuch as deſpife his DoQtrine. F aith comet 
i cor. g. by Hearing, nor byDiſcipline. Until they be judged,believers they 
are withmt, | If this means;-or fuch a Dodtrinal Application by 
ſingle Miniſter, be ſufficient to make ſuch Reformationupon ſingle - 
perſons, and thoſe that as yet own-not Chrift,or have Conlcience* 
of an Ordinance, why ſhould we note the like fruit where 
many Miniſters are Synodically gathered tor the Reformation of 
whole Churches, (perfons* proteiling to underſtand and reve- 
rence {o ſolemn an Ordinance of Chriſt )- though there beno 
ercive Power intruſted with it ,. to enforce Submiſſion. | 


Receptum oft in 2+ Thefe may be Appeals, though not in the ſame Series, buttons . 
Gallia ab Ec- Tribunal extrinſecal,andmot meerly Spiritual: as when weappeal * 
cleſaſtscis poſſe to the Civil Magiſtrate,or ſuch as are appointed by him over Eccle- 7 
P eagesmhey Gaſtical matters. For 1.if the King in bis Laws, and the Church is *F 
premas Parlia- their Synodical Canons, command aid forbid one and be ſame things as * 
mentorum P. is aſſerted. And'2. if the perſons commanded. ſtand as much -in a 
Gr. Tholoſ. |. Civil Relation to their Prince, being Subjeds , as they do ig a ſpi- 
by ritual Relation to the Church, as Members, - Doubtleſs the Chri- 
+ at py, {tian Magiſtrate having a Supremacy 4n Eccleſiaſtical matters as in, 
Right cap. 6, Civil, and (eſpecially) beivg afliſted by the Conncet and Advice of 
$. 5. p:g. 396. Synods ,' is a ſufficient and ctfeQual-means to-reform the miſcar- 
riages of particular Churches, -if appealed.unto, ens 
The truth is, though-Churches were thxeatned, or {truck with 
the higheſt cenſures (being meerly Spizitual )aud from a National 
Synod the higheſt Throne : Wereit not from forelight, that if 
ſuch Diſcipline be deſpiſed, the Magiltrates Sword, by ſome Cor 


poral ' 


3 
—"- 


thor further ſaid. © If theBrethrea or Officers in a Church be 


- 


, (67) 
poxal puniſhment will ſecond it, there would be little fear or 
dread oft gical cenſures. And it fo, .as it is apparxent to 
the moſt in a Narionat or Provincial Church as ordinazily conſti- 
ſtituted; it- isno otherwiſe: wr ray neny” » + direc us ra- 
goimmediatly by Appeals to ivil Magiſtrate; or-his 

T 9905, 7% W400 Ge drive the'cauſe from a 
to # Claffis, from thence arwioyer mers 1 wr 


arm. 


Appeals 


| * verſe, and-will not hearken to Reaſon, they (that*are wrong» 
| *cd) are tocraventbealliſtance of the Civil Smoot a whoalone 


#how the Civil 


** hath Powers. and by the CivilSword 1 
« procureto all Members - otithe Church, Governors or others, 
« freedom! from'all mariifeſt injurics and wrongs. The' manner 
Magiſtrate is to proceed in Church -cauſes, is there 


® 21ſo deſcribed-to-us in the words following 3 * Though the Civil 


<« Magiſtrate cannot abſolve. the Excommunicate perſon,e*c. or 

<rake away this power from the Church, yet when they or any 

« of therfi ſhall apparently abuſe the ſame, he "is bound by the 

« Law of God, and by virtue cf. his Office grounded upon the 

« ſame ," to-puniſh them ſeverely for it, and totorce them by Civil, 
&. Mulcs to reRity, &e. 


us 1 have done with that firſ-Confideration, upon the ac- 


a count whereof. the Uſefulneſs and Neeeſfity of the Civil Ma- 
* {piltrates Eccleſiaſtical power is aflirgged : Which is, in'zefpcR to 
©the well-being of :Chxrcbes. There is another: confideration rc- 


F \*Law.to Jacob — be bath not dealt ſo with ather Nations. It was true Pſal. 147» 


i 


* . 


a Ms Ia ad 


! | 5momgy ea hkewiſc to be proſecuted, ſhewing thelike necefſity 
” *of this Pc 
' «Commonwealth. The Knowledge and true Wayſhip of God, and the 


wer," in reſpe& and relation to. the wdll-being of the 
means hereof the word-of God, is a national gitts He bath given bis 


theh;ter 1/7aet hed this priviledge as a peculiar zbutpow it is other- 


wile,” And where the Lord is ſo bountiful toe Nation, thusto give 


* the means of Life and Salvation,it is a Depofirmm Governors muſt 


- + atcount for. The whole — becomes peactable 3-proſperoes , 
| 2 
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Or b beg ry 4 - 
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wal and revenly mrs ai $4p-bo my 
means and way to make the Repy en whores is 


ving this Caſe, I hall leave toa Cod Far t chis D co Jr e g" 
aken; The two greatd en? 


+: the JE. ior red a 
Imperial Crown, are unknown unto us, 
troverted : How can we ſwear in As by i Thongh 
be not a diftin& knowledge in Ions of cork popteneters Fel 
Oath may be taken.in Judgment, and Be. 

2. Therc ave ſome FureſgrQions, Prod i 

matters granted and united to the Crown, X 
of are (crupled 3 and we may poſſibly believe chey do not 
to the Cizexl Magiſtrate, How can we furcarto-aiblt and 
him in ſuch, and Sweer in Righteouſpeſs f d4aſw. Jn. I 
or Allegiance, to, affift and dctend another, again{t" 2 comm; 
Enemy, if the things be juſt and lawful in His opinion, 4 
doubted of, or thought oth:rwiſc in ors : lris.no unrigh 
neſs in us to give afhiſtance according to-our Oath. Ti:gie' 
lutions and Aﬀertions I doubt not., will be made cM 
s to follow, and be the other part of this Diſcourſe. Pos hs fs 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Y Ks So in bie Apology for the Oath of Allegiance, 
i | Pag. 46, &c. thas argues £r Cardinal wit, » - 


2 S gr Gagrager ex rig fr a Diffe- 
IF Jn d chem of on Profile fo 
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y Gn For raping Die pre 2 ul 

Jonry the Kighc's time was the Oath of Sw 
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nd fact -v 02h oy 


TFlaft 
Ith "Civil Obedienceof'S ubjeds to their Soveraign in 
1 &s. Ad tharthe Injuftice as well as 


Tharms ron a m-this Point, yetbe more Dy 
Jliſcovered 3 gore to inſerting micrt here: immmeodiat+ 
EEED 
Form, rica | 
| Yious Points he wy wg drive EXC Subjedts wc 


Þis wi Bly ora Ont ona E 


- 4 not the rſs Keg ortho -. 
* | and King 7s ; ing- 


Es oh Auth 
The Pope yr. his owh Authority may d oYg> 
< o (oxy own noi yet by ſome other Au | 
Su th, orof the See of: Rome. pela Tremor 
f tl Church and Sea' of Rome, "= by other means. 


f vil gh others help he may poſe we 
| 3. That: 


POSTSCRIPT... Fay 
2cF6 "That the Pope may +0800 «Oh and Domi- 
”m "That the Pope may give - Authority tb thee Foreign Prince 


to invade my Dominions. * 

5. That the Pope may diſcharge my Subjects of their Obs 
dience and Allegiance to me. 

6. That the Pope may give Licence to one or more of my 
SubjeRs to bear Arms agatnſt me. 

7- (That the Pope may give leave to my Subjets to. offer Vi- 
olence to-my Perſon, or to'my 'Governiment, or -£0 Hye” 
my Subjects. 

8, That if the Pope ſhall by Sentence exclmmunictto eÞde- 
0s my Subjects are nor” £0 bear Faith- "nll Arg to 


ol If the: Pope ſhall by Sentente excommutiicate or 
me, 'my Subjects are-not bound to detend with all their pon 
my Perſon and Crown: 

10. If the Pope ſhall give out any 'Sentence of 5 ee | 
cation,-or Depriyation againſt me, my-Subjefts by reaſon; 
that Sentence, are not bound to reveal all Cotifpiracies 
Treaſoris againſt me, which: ſhall 'come''to 4beir hearing or 
TIE, 6 | 
- That it is not heretical and 'deteſtable to hold that 
Princes being excommunicated by the Pope, may be either des 
poſed or killed by their Subjects, or any other. 

12. That the Pope hath Power to abſolve my Subjects from 
this Oath, or from ſome part thereof. 

13. That this Oath is not adminiſtred to my Subjets, by a 
fall and lawful Authority. 

14. That this Oath is to be taken with Equivocation, men- 
tal Evaſion, or ſecret Reſervation z and not with >] cart. 
and good Will ſincerely, in the Faith of 'a Chriſtians Man» 
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